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Introduction 
Academic engagement with the ethnic, socio-economic as well as political complexities of 
the Northeastern region of India has made available before us a plethora of invaluable 
literature. Not though numerically very large, a section of committed scholarship during the 
decades after independence made enormous contributions to understand the region in its 
historicity marking a remarkable departure from the colonial historiography. Besides 
reconstruction of history of the region objectively, the academic discourse on the North East, 
especially during the last few decades, has primarily been concerned with ethnicity, 
development, peace and conflict as the complexities of the region so demanded. Omeo 
Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development (OKDISCD), Guwahati was also 
established by the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), Delhi in collaboration 
with the Government of Assam with the primary objective to enrich scholarly works on the 
region and to promote social science research engaging the promising social scientists. The 
Institute has made remarkable contributions to achieve the envisaged goals and the 
continuous efforts of the Institute are witnessed by the mass of scholarly works done besides 
many other initiatives taken during last two and half decades.  In response to the academic 
rigor the complexities of the region demands, many leading universities of the country have 
initiated North East India Studies Programme/Centre on an interdisciplinary framework. 
  
Taking cognizance of the growing needs of the emerging social scientists of the region and 
based on past experiences of conducting programmes such as Junior Research Fellowship 
Programme, Diploma Course on Development Studies etc. The Institute has designed this 
Post Graduate Certificate Course on North East Studies which is duly approved by Dibrugarh 
University, Assam. The Course essentially envisages to  introduce the young scholars to the 
complex diversities of the region and also to equip them with required understanding for 
carrying out research on pertinent socio-political, economic, developmental, historical, 
cultural, environmental and gender questions.  It has also been envisaged to help the young 
scholars to understand the region in the overall global and national context and to provide 
them with the theoretical backdrop required for setting their research agenda. This effort of 
the Institute has been considered as a much needed academic intervention in the region, and 
is expected to encourage a new spate of scientific research required for addressing myriad 
themes and questions pertinent to North East India. 
 
Accordingly, the Course offers four papers. The first paper deals with the philosophical and 
theoretical foundation necessary to locate the research agenda in the North East within global 
and national perspectives. The second paper presents the essential aspects of understanding 
North East India. The third paper deals with the specific dimensions needed to be emphasised 
in enriching the understanding on North East India. The last paper provides the basic research 
methodology to strengthen the research capability of the scholars. 
 
The Course will be of six months (full-time) duration involving lectures, assignments and 
term papers. Admission will be open for post-graduates in social sciences having minimum 
55 percent of marks and willing to pursue research on North East India. 
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Paper I: Philosophical and Theoretical Foundation  
  
This paper deals with the philosophical and theoretical foundations of social sciences 
research necessary for comprehending the broad theoretical and philosophical paradigms 
starting with the ancient period. Attempt would also be made to promote understanding on 
the questions cantering around political economy for proving a wider perspective of social 
science research. To identify and locate the research questions specifically in the context of 
the North East, focus of the paper will also essentially be on the historical process through 
which India has emerged as a nation state.   
 
Course credits: 4 (tutorials – 2; end semester examination – 2)  
 
Contact hours: Two lectures per week and two discussion sessions (for a minimum duration 
of one hour) every week to involve each of the students through specific assignment.  
 
Evaluation:  Individual assignments and presentation (2 credits); and End semester 
examination (2 credits). Evaluation score will be given at 8 point scale: O = grade point 10; A 
+ =9; A =8; B+ = 7; B = 6; C=5; Failed =below 5. 
 
Syllabus  
 
Unit I:  Philosophy of Social Sciences 

 Ancient and Medieval Traditions: Hellenistic Age to Renaissance  
 Positivism, Hermeneutics, Marxism and Critical Theory 

 
Unit II:  Understanding Political Economy 

 Emergence of Political Economy 
 Perspectives on Political Economy 

  
Unit III: Colonialism and the Idea of ‘India’ 

 ‘India’ at the dawn of colonialism  
 Colonialism and its implications 
 State and Nationalism in India 

 
Unit IV: Post-Colonial India 

 Democracy and Development Discourse 
 Discontents and Social Movements 
 Challenges to the Federal Structure 
 India in the Globalised World 

 
 
Paper II: Understanding North East India 
 
The primary objective of this paper is to provide the students with a broad theoretical 
perspective to understand the North East in its own historicity. Starting with the processes of 
state formations both in the hills and the plains, emphasis  will be on comprehending the 
complex diversities of the region and development interventions in overall global as well as 
national context. 
 
Course credits: 4 (tutorials – 2; end semester examination – 2)  
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Contact hours: Two lectures per week and two discussion sessions (for a minimum duration 
of one hour) every week to involve each of the students through specific assignment.  
 
Evaluation:  Individual assignments and presentation (2 credits); and End semester 
examination (2 credits). Evaluation score will be given at 8 point scale: O = grade point 10; A 
+ =9; A =8; B+ = 7; B = 6; C=5; Failed =below 5. 
 
Syllabus 
Unit I:  The Idea of ‘North East’ in Historical Context 

 State formation in Hills and Plains and Non-State Political formations 
 Colonial  Historiography and ‘India’s North East’  
 Annexation and Integration with Global Market – Colonial 

interventions and  their implications  
 Reconstruction of agrarian relations  
 Exceptionalism, Exclusion and the divides  
 Nationalist discourse and the region 

 
Unit II:  Challenges of Exceptionalism and Political Integration 

 Ethnic and cultural diversity 
 Constitutional mechanism of political integration and emergence of the 

North-East India identity 
 Liberal Democracy and tribal political traditions 
 Resistance movements, insurgency and the State 
 Politics of ethnic/cultural identity and autonomy - regionalism and 

coalition politics 
 

Unit III: Developmental Politics 
 Traditional system of production and transition 
 Efficacy of regional Planning and institutional framework 
 Developmental interventions and social consequences 
 Emerging trends in agrarian structure 
 Rhetoric of development, corruption  and deviations 

 
Paper III: Emerging Areas and Perspectives of Social Science Research in North East 
India 
 
As it is explicit from the title, the objective of this paper is to promote understanding of the 
students about the recent developments and perspectives on the region required for setting 
their own research agenda. The paper along with the conceptual frames would help 
specifically to understand the recent developments in labour market and employment, the 
quest for progress in the education sector, the state of affairs in ecology and environment 
from the available literature, secondary data and policy and regulatory frames in the context 
of country in general and the North East in particular. The recent initiatives of government of 
India to open up interactions and relationships with the south-east Asian countries have 
significance on this frontier region and it is important to understand how the frontiers and 
border region respond in such context. One important component of this paper is to help the 
students get acquainted with the theoretical discussions around gender and to analyse gender 
discourses in the country including the region. 
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Course credits: 4 (tutorials – 2; end semester examination – 2)  
 
Contact hours: Two lectures per week and two discussion sessions (for a minimum duration 
of one hour) every week to involve each of the students through specific assignment.  
 
Evaluation:  Individual assignments and presentation (2 credits); and End semester 
examination (2 credits). Evaluation score will be given at 8 point scale: O = grade point 10; A 
+ =9; A =8; B+ = 7; B = 6; C=5; Failed =below 5. 
 
Syllabus 
Unit I:  Changing Economic Scenario: Labour and Employment  

 Migration and demographic transition 
 Changing nature of labour 
 Labour market: vulnerability and insecurities  
 Space for representation, legalities and regulations 

   
Unit II:  Education, State and Society in North East India 

 Processes of learning during the pre-colonial period 
 Idea of education and the colonial state: role of the missionaries 
 Contemporary education and the quest for progress 

 
Unit III: Gender Relations in Historicity 

 Community/tribe, class, religion, caste and other axis   
 State and global concerns 
 Civil society and women’s movement 
 Gender: Production and reproduction 
 Women and –health, family, labour, economy, property and 

environment 
 

Unit IV: Ecology and Environment 
 Geographical and environmental determinants of development 
 Political ecology –land, water, forest and energy 
 Politics of climate change 

Unit V: Changing Financial Relations: Emergence and Growth of Institutionalised  
  Finance 

 Patterns of economic transaction and colonial interventions. 
 Exchange: From Barter to monetised economy 
 Banking and financial intermediation in development processes. 

 
Unit VI: North East India and Neighbouring Countries 

 Borders and Frontiers in a Globalised World 
 Look East Policy and North East India 

 
Paper IV: Research Methodology 
 
The objective of this paper is to provide a sound grounding in social science research 
methodology and thereby helping the students to carry out independent research programme 
through scientific approach. This paper shall help the students to conduct research 
scientifically adopting suitable methods and approaches. The focus of the paper is also to 
help the students get engaged in academic writing. 



4 
 

 
Course credits: 4 (tutorials – 2; end semester examination – 2)  
 
Contact hours: Two lectures per week and two discussion sessions (for a minimum duration 
of one hour) every week to involve each of the students through specific assignment.  
 
Evaluation:  Individual assignments and presentation (2 credits); and End semester 
examination (2 credits). Evaluation score will be given at 8 point scale: O = grade point 10; A 
+ =9; A =8; B+ = 7; B = 6; C=5; Failed =below 5. 
 
Syllabus 
 
Unit I:  Status of Social Science Research in North East India 

 Major areas of concern 
 Methodological engagements 

 
Unit II:  Designing a Research 

 Review of Literature 
 Concepts and Operationalisation 
 Understanding a Theory 

 
Unit III: Fundamentals of Qualitative Research 

 Major paradigms 
 Strategies of enquiry 
 Methods of collecting and analysing of empirical materials 

 
Unit III: Fundamentals of Quantitative Research 

 Idea and Issues of Quantification  
 Measurement and Related Considerations  
 Collection of Quantitative Data  
 Analysing Quantitative Data 

 
Unit IV: Drawing Insights from Literature and Other Creative Sources 
 
Unit V: Use of Computer in Social Science Research 

 Electronic Sources 
 Automated Citation and Referencing 
 Presentation 

 
Unit VI: Ethical considerations in Social Science Research 
 
 
 


