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From the Editor’s Desk 
 
It gives me immense pleasure to put before you the first Newsletter of the academic year 2015-16. 

These months from April to August, 2015 were quite exciting for the Institute. This period saw some of 

the important programmes related to the celebration. The research works undertaken by the Institute 

have also been carried out in full spirit during this period. Apart from it, the Institute remained agog with 

daily routine activities. The visit of Gary LaFree, Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice at the 

University of Maryland to the Institute to deliver a lecture on terrorism brought the issue back to its 

importance. Similarly, a visit of the faculty members of the Institute to Sherubtse College of Bhutan was 

an important step to forge cooperation in research with the neighbouring country. In consistence with 

its original mandate, the Institute organized two capacity building workshops for young researchers of 

Northeast India. The first workshop was organized in Aizawl with the participation of 33 young scholars. 

The second workshop was organized at the Institute which was attended by 25 faculty members drawn 

from various educational institutions of the Northeast. The Institute has played a pivotal role in the 

drafting of the Prevention of and Protection from Witch Hunting Bill, 2015. Keeping in sync with the 

state government’s request for input on the bill, the OKD Dialogue, June was organized on this issue 

along with a workshop at J.B. College, Jorhat.  As part of the Institute’s effort to highlight the issues of 

development of Northeast India and to forge cooperation with other academic institutions of India and 

abroad, an international conference on Rethinking Development: Challenges in Northeast India was 

jointly organised by the Institute and North East India Studies Programme, Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

The Silver Jubilee Special Lecture “Development and Ethnicity: Discursive Implications” was delivered by 

noted social scientist Prof. Rajan Gurukkal. An important attainment of the Institute was the visit of Prof. 

Baniprasanna Misra, an erudite scholar per excellence to deliver a thought provoking lecture on 

“Deprovincialising Srimanta Sankardeva”. This saw the participation of a host of scholars from the 

region. I extend my heartiest gratitude to all the faculty and administrative members who helped me in 

preparation of this Newsletter. Special mention must be made of Biswa Ranjan Sarma who not only 

typeset the Newsletter but also helped posting it in the website.    
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Programmes 
 
Lecture on Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism in India:  
 
Dr. Gary LaFree, Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University of Maryland, United 

States delivered a lecture on Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism in India on April 22, 2015 at the 

Institute's Conference Hall. In his presentation, he gave a detailed account of his institute’s effort in 

mapping and providing information on terrorism across the globe since 1970s. The reason behind 

choosing 1970s is that it was around this 

time that the television broadcasting got 

started and people got more aware of 

terrorism. Then he focussed his attention to 

India and gave a statistical account of 

terrorism related incidents year wise. He 

tried characterising different forms of 

terrorism in the country and put a special 

emphasis upon the terrorism related 

activities in the Northeast India. The 

Presentation was followed by interaction with the speaker. Important personalities present in the 

lecture include, Anirban Roy of British Deputy High Commission, Kolkata, Rajib Handique, Department 

of History, Gauhati University, R. Chandranathan, ADGP, Assam Police, Jaideep Saikia, renowned 

Security Analyst, Samuel Ghosh from the U.S. Consulate Kolkata apart from faculty members of the 

Institute and few researchers from different institutions of Assam.   
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Faculty Visit to Bhutan 
 
A team of Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development comprising of Prof. Bhupen 

Sarmah, Dr. Joydeep Baruah and Mr. Akshay Jyoti Sarma visited Sherubtse College, Royal Bhutan 

University on 11th and 12th May, 2015. The team had a discussion with the Director, Dean of Research 

and other officials regarding possible areas collaboration between the two institutes. Sherubtse 

College is the oldest college of Bhutan and the pioneer of education in the country. The meeting was 

successful and came out with a draft MoU concerning few areas of possible collaboration in social 

science research.  

 
Capacity Building Workshop on Social Science Research at Aizawl:  
 
The Institute organised a Capacity Building 

Workshop on Social Science Research in 

Collaboration with Government Aizawl West 

College during 26-29 May, 2015. The workshop 

was held at the Tourist Lodge, Chaltlang, Aizawl, 

Mizoram. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, the Director, of 

the Institute and Dr. Joydeep Baruah, Associate 

Professor of the Institute were the Resource 

Persons who provided insights on the methods of social science research. Dr. Samuel VL Thlanga, 

Dept of History, Government Aizawl West College was the Convenor and Dr. Joseph K. Lalfakzuala, 

Assistant Professor of the Institute was the co-convenor. Dr. Laitluanga, Principal, Government Aizawl 

West College made a brief introduction on the history of the college and appreciated the initiative 

taken by OKDISCD in organising such workshop. The workshop was formally inaugurated by Dr. 

Lalchungnunga, Chairman, Mizoram Board of School Education. Though initially, the workshop 

proposed to accommodate only 25 participants, due to the pressure from the participants, it was 

compelled to accommodate 33 participants. The participants were mostly research scholars and 

teachers from various colleges. Though the majority of the participants were from Aizawl, the 

workshop was also attended from Saiha College, Saiha (Mara Autonomous District), Kamala Nagar 

College, Chawngte (Chakma Autonomous District), Lawngtlai College (Lai Autonomous District), 

Hnahthial College (Hnanthial District) and J. Buana College, Lunglei.  There were overall 11 (eleven) 

classes during the three and half days workshop. On the last day, a panel discussion on ‘Issues of 
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Social Science’ was conducted where various questions had been raised by the participants on various 

topics which were addressed by the Resource Persons. Dr. C. Vanlalramsanga IES, Secretary, Planning 

& Programme Implementation Deptt. etc., Government of Mizoram was the chief guest of valediction 

ceremony.  

 

OKD Dialogue, June: Discussion on the Working Draft on Prevention of and 
Protection from Witch Hunting Bill 
 
The monthly discussion of Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development was held on 

June 3, 2015 at 2.30 pm at the Conference Hall of the Institute. That month’s issue of discussion was 

Practices of Witch Hunting in Assam. The special focus was to discuss the 'Working Draft on 

Prevention of and Protection from Witch Hunting Bill' which is proposed by Govt of Assam to enact a 

Law to prevent this social evil. A host of important people from different walks of the society 

participated in the workshop that include Shyamal Prasad Saikia, S.P., Vigilance and Anti-Corruption, 

Dr. Sitanath Lahkar, noted cultural activist, Dr. Manjit Kumar Mazumdar, Department of Geology 

Pragjyotish College, Anjali Daimari, Department of English, Gauhati University, Junu Bora, editor, 

Jonaki Baat and noted activist, Prof. Udayon Misra, distinguished academician, Prof Tilottoma Misra, 

academician and renowned novelist, Debajit Goswami of SCORPION, an NGO and Prof. Atul Sarma, 

Chairman of the Institute apart from the faculty members of the Institute. The discussion was started 

by Sitanath Lahkar who has been involved with the issue for quite a long time. He told the audience 

that he was in the process of making a film on this issue. He charted out three key factors contributing 

to this social evil – general backwardness of the communities, a newly emerging rich class within these 

communities and its greed for property and deep seated believe in magic and occult practices. He 

emphasised upon the fact that there are many educated people who also believe in such practices. 

The greed for the property was also enphasised by him as a major cause for identifying a woman as a 

witch and subjecting her to inhuman torture. It has been found according to him that a widow with 

some property is often the victim. Her kith and kin often conspire to identify her as a witch so that they 

can grab her property. He also stressed on putting some punitive measures like collective fine upon 

the entire village where incidents of witch hunting take place. After him, Prof. Indranee Dutta made her 

observations on the issue. She put her view that the proposed Act must also bring to its perimeter the 

ability to punish people who claim to provide magical cure. She also expressed her concern over the 

constant airing of advertisements of such tantric in the local television channels of the state. 
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Everybody agreed with her. Junu Bora narrated her experience of working with the victims. She also 

reiterated that superstition is very high among the educated section of the communities that render 

the task of prevent the incidents of witch hunting very onerous and difficult and therein lies the 

importance of the proposed bill. Mr. Shyamal Prasad Saikia  narrated his tryst with witch hunting as a 

police officer working in Goalpara. As a Superintendent of Police of the district, he took special 

measures to prevent this social evil. He took a personal interest of it and visited the victim families. He 

also incorporated the support of Birubala Rabha who has been working relentlessly against this evil  

for a long time. He also shared with the audience the difficulties of the police in bringing to book the 

people responsible for the perpetration of the crimes related to witch hunting. After carefully listening 

to all the speakers, the Director proceeded to do an in-depth analysis of the proposed draft of the bill. 

It was revealed by Prof. Indranee Dutta that the Government of Assam has asked for suggestion of the 

Institute in preparing a draft of the bill and the Dialogue would be a part of this exercise. Another 

workshop has also been organised in Jorhat to get more suggestions on the draft, she added. A clause 

wise analysis of the draft proposed bill was done by all the participants in the Dialogue. All the 

suggestions were debated upon and incorporated. After the end of the Dialogue, it was decided upon 

that all the suggestions and modifications would be circulated to all the participants.  

 
Workshop cum Discussion on Working Draft on Prevention of and Protection 
from Witch Hunting Bill, 2015 at J.B. College  
  
A discussion was held on the Prevention of and Protection from Witch Hunting Bill, 2015 at J.B. 

College on 5th July 2015. This was a follow-up of the discussion held at the Institute on the same 

theme two days earlier. It was a collaborative activity between J.B. College and OKDISCD. A number of 

concerned individuals, including activists working on in the field, academicians, lawyers and students 

took part in the discussion. Several prominent members contributed to the discussion leading to a 

better understanding of the implication of the Bill, which enabled the Institute to put forward 

suggestions for substantial modification to the Bill to the Government of Assam. Broadly, the 

discussion centred on the definitional issues, nature of punishment, investigation, trial and 

compensation, and the nature of special provisions etc. The group debated on who should be 

regarded as an abettor or accomplice; should we include the term ‘witch doctor’ as it figures in the 

draft Bill?; whether we should refer to ‘witch craft’ as something supposedly followed as in reality it 

does not exist etc. Several legal issues such as the term of punishment, i.e., length of time the convict 

to be confined in jail, which has an implication for the role of the police was discussed;  whether the 
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trials should be made in the Special Court or District Session Court;  what are implications of different 

sections of CrPCs to the cases registered under this Act and what proactive measures to be taken for 

mitigation of the situation of the victims of these crimes and how they can be prevented etc. were 

discussed very seriously by the members. This was a truly a multidisciplinary exercise, valuable inputs 

coming from different background experiences of the participants.  

 

Among some of the prominent individuals who took part in the discussion were, Smti. Binita Dutta, 

former Principal, Post Graduate Teacher Training College, Jorhat, Shri Ajay Das, Principal, Jorhat Law 

College, Dr. Bimal Barah, Principal J.B. College, Dr. Pranab Jyoti Saikia, Curator, Jorhat Museum, 

Advocate Rintu Goswami, Shri Kkundan Hazarika, Jukti Bikash Samiti, Ms. Bondita Acharya 

representing Women in Governance, Ms. Mridula Kalita, Dr. Bolin Hazarika from the department of 

Political Science, J.B. College and his colleagues, who were very active in organizing the discussion, 

besides giving their valuable inputs and students from different departments of the college.  

 
Capacity Development programme for young faculty in social sciences 
 

A Capacity Development Programme for 

young faculty in social sciences was 

organised by the Institute from 20th July to 

2nd August, 2015. The fourteen days’ 

programme saw the participation of 25 

faculty members drawn from various 

educational institutions of Northeast India. 

The programme was inaugurated by Prof. 

Indranee Dutta who gave a vignette of the 

Institute and its commitment towards the promotion of social science research. She also introduced 

the theme of the programme and elaborated upon what the participants could expect from the 

workshop. Prof. Saundarjya Borbora problematised the issue of social science research and explained 

how interdisciplinary approaches can be adopted to understand social realities. The other panellist Dr. 

Binayak Dutta also spoke about the  methods of doing social science research. He also gave examples 

from his own discipline history. Apart from the faculty of the Institute who took extensive classes on 

different methodologies of research, there were resource persons from other institutions who shared 



 
Volume VI, Issue II, April – August, 2015                                                                                                                Page | 7  
 

their knowledge with the participants. Prof. B.P. Mishra gave lectures on the philosophical foundation 

of social science. Prof. Indrani Mazumdar gave lectures on gender and society. An interesting session 

of the workshop was the panel discussion on literature and society. Prof. Tilottoma Mishra, Prof. 

Sukalpa Bhattacharjee and Dr. Dwijen Sharma talked on this complex issue and made available to the 

participants the diverse post modern trends of writing social realities through the analysis of 

literature. Individual attention was given to each participant by ways of listening to each one’s 

proposed topic and providing valuable input.  

 
Conference on Rethinking Development: Challenges in Northeast India  
 

A two days Conference on Rethinking 

Development: Challenges in Northeast India 

was jointly organised by the Institute and 

North East India Studies Programme, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi on 

30-31 July, 2015. After the introduction of 

the broader theme and framework of the 

Conference by the Director of OKDISCD, 

Prof. Atul Sood explained the reason for 

choosing this particular theme of the Conference. The inaugural speech was delivered by Prof. Hiren 

Gohain. In his lecture, he dwelt upon the new economic policy of the government and the agricultural 

crisis in the rural India. Then he talked about the travails of Northeast India in the post colonial period 

in spite of being rich in the natural resources. The conference saw the presentation of scholars from 

both Northeast India working or studying in various educational institutions of the region as well as 

the scholars from JNU. Notable among the presenters were Prasenjit Biswas, Joydeep Baruah, Deepak 

Mishra, Gorky Chakroborty, G. Amajit Sharma, Jagannath Ambugudia, Nandita Saikia, Felix Padel, 

Bhagat Oinam, M P Bezbaruah, Deigracia Nongkynrih and Malem Ningthouja.  The workshop dealt with 

the issues related to theoretical understanding of the North East India and its development discourse, 

policy intervention, development experiences of the constituent states and ethnicity related issues 

pertaining to development of the region.   
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Special Lecture on “Development and Ethnicity: Discursive Implications” 
 
Keeping in sync with the workshop on 

rethinking development in the North East India, 

a special lecture was organised by the 

Institute. Noted social scientist Prof. Rajan 

Gurukkal delivered the lecture on the theme 

“Development and Ethnicity: Discursive 

Implications”. In the lecture, he adopted the 

discourse as a methodological implement to 

understand development as a phenomenon. 

According to him, although there are multiple definitions, development actually means expansion of 

the capitalist economy that aims at maximization of profit. In his lecture, he provided a critique of WW 

Rostow’s non-Communist Manifesto. He also underlined the cultural and linguistic strategies of 

capitalist development to camouflage exploitation and legitimise unequal power relations. He 

elaborated upon the fact how the local actors use different developmental discourses in practice. 

Through discourse analysis, he had shown the systematic ways in which developed countries have 

been able to represent and control the developing countries politically, economically, sociologically 

and culturally. He showed how development discourse has constituted the community perceptions 

about themselves and even extra-economic factors like food habits, architecture of dwellings, 

costumes and other cultural practices had come to define development.  Afro-Asian countries became 

branded as the poor and underdeveloped although they were self-sufficient in their own ways until the 

development discourse evaluated them on the basis of the standards set by the West. He also 

narrated anti-development struggles of the people under threats of displacement, relocation, habitat 

destruction, livelihood loss etc have successfully led mass struggles against the state that facilitates 

the industry. As an alternative to this development paradigm, he finds an alternative in the Marxist 

understanding of Commune and Gandhi’s Gramswaraj. According to him both these conceptual 

categories underline the people centred and participatory development.    
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Special Lecture on Srimanta Sankardeva 
 

Prof. Baniprasanna Misra, an erudite scholar per 

excellence delivered a thought provoking lecture on 

“Deprovincialising Srimanta Sankardeva” at Omeo 

Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and 

Development on August 7, 2015.  He gave a detailed 

account of how Sankardeva has been studied by the 

scholars and showed how there are contradictory 

depictions in the source materials and the problems of 

accepting the dates of the life events of the Saint. 

While describing the uniqueness of Sankardeva’s faith, 

he showed how Sankardeva’s understanding of Bhakti 

cannot be equated with other Vaishnava saints of his time or his predecessors. According to him, this 

had contributed to the provincialisation of Sankardeva within the confines of tini rajya, that is, the 

then existing three separate but contiguous states of Assam, Kamarupa and Cooch Behar as it is 

called in the contemporary records of those days. He described the other reasons of provincialisation 

of Srimanta Sankardeva like non-centralised nature of Sankardeva’s religious order and absence of a 

reasonably well documented chronicle and narrative of his life. In the course of his lecture, he 

described the circumstances under which Srimanta Sankardeva got invoked as the icon of Assamese 

identify particularly during the second decade of the twentieth century and ever since the saint and 

the Assamese nationalism became inseparable from one another and all for very valid reasons. 

According to him, the use of Sankardeva for consolidating the claims of Assamese identity in the 

socio-political sphere contributed to the further provincialisation of Sankardeva. In his opinion, time 

has come to break the shackle of the confines of the provincialisation of this great religious leader. He, 

however also cautioned against the politics of deprovincialisation of Sankardeva by putting him within 

the “Great Tradition” of India by attributing to him a pan-Indian identity. So, Prof. Misra suggested a 

dispassionate scholarly investigation of the life and work of Srimanta Sankardeva sans speculation, 

equivocation and invocation to supernatural. The lecture was followed by an exhilarating discussion. 

Participating, Prof. Rajen Saikia congratulated Prof. Misra for his painstaking endeavour. He also 

cautioned the perils of a historian, when the matter of investigation is highly emotive. Prof. Tilottoma 

Misra discussed the fluidity of literary culture in the pre-modern times which got fixed only with the 
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coming of the modernity and the modern understanding of nationalism. Prof. Udayon Misra also raised 

issues of Assamese identity which is inalienably attached to Sankardeva and his religious teaching.   

 
Visit of Faculty Roundtable with US Congressional Staff Members  
 
A team of US Congressional staff members visited the Institute on 28th August 2015 and had a 

discussion with the staff regarding the opportunities and challenges of Assam and Northeast India vis-

à-vis Look East Policy. The team comprised of Michael Escalona, John Armiger, Sourabh Sen, 

Jonathan Sarager, Janice V. Kaguyutan, Sajit Gandhi and Hunter McLane Strupp.  After Prof. Indranee 

Dutta of OKDISCD gave an introduction of the Institute and the nature of work it does, Hunter McLane 

Strupp of the visiting team explained purpose of their visit. Dr. Saswati Chowdhury of the Institute 

gave an overview of the Look East Policy and the Northeast region’s engagement with it. She also 

informed that the Institute would be organizing an international conference on this topic in the next 

month. Akshay Jyoti Sarma talked about the existing cross-border trade and economic possibilities of 

the region. Kalyan Das on the other hand pointed out the problem of not having adequate road 

connectivity in the region which impedes the movement of the people and goods. Dr. Joydeep Baruah 

talked about the institutional diversity of the region with eight state governments, numerous local self 

governing institutions and the overall problem of homogenizing the region. He also pointed out an 

important facet of the Look East Policy – it is a venture of the Ministry of External Affairs with strategic 

importance rather than a venture of the Ministry of Economic Affairs. This makes a lot of difference 

and the policy must be looked in that perspective also. Dr. Arunima Deka questioned the approach of 

the Look East Policy which has a rather top-down approach with little involvement of the people. 

There is not much discussion, according to her on people’s perception of the Policy. After hours of 

brainstorming on the issue, the discussion came to an end with the remarks of the Visiting Team. They 

expressed their happiness over the discussion and told that they got a completely different 

perspective from the Institute, radically different from other scholars in their previous discussions.   
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Studies Completed 

Village Level Facility Mapping and District Decision Support System  
 
Sponsored by UNICEF (Field Office Assam), the Institute prepared district facility atlases for the 

districts of Kamrup and Dibrugarh. A web-based dynamic decision support system has been 

developed under the project. The decision support system will enable multi-criteria analysis to locate 

and map the facilities at the village level. It will support the overall planning through vertical and 

sectoral integration of schemes. It was submitted to the respective districts in June, 2015. The project 

is expected to aid decentralized planning which requires disaggregated data at the sub-district level.  

It must also be mentioned that decentralized planning has been envisaged by the 73rd and 74th 

Amendments of the Constitution of India.  

 

Does Urban Greenery Reduce the Cost of Cooling Homes? 
 
The study investigates the effect of urban land use change to land surface temperature and how urban 

greenery have moderating impact in reducing the cost of cooling in residential units of Guwahati 

Metropolitan Area. During the last decade, Guwahati has undergone phenomenal urban change with high 

population growth and major changes to land cover. The complex urban fabric with high rise 

multistoried, roads and pavements increase the urban surface temperature due to their high heat 

storage capacity. The complex urban fabric also reduces the horizontal air flow in residential buildings. 

The study reveals that the city has a prominent urban heat island effect, where the temperature is 

almost 6ºC to 8ºC higher during summer than the peripheral low density settlements areas. The result of 

the panel data model shows that the densely populated urban areas with less than 10% greenery are on 

an average 1°C warmer than the areas with 50% greenery. Due to this additional heat, the daily increase 

in electricity demand for the city is estimated as 5.4 Mw with 1°C increase in surface temperature. 

Considering one unit cost of electricity, the study estimates that the urbanites residing in the downtown 

areas of the city are paying an additional amount of Rs. 846,000 per month to cool their residential 

units. The study offers conclusive evidence of the significant economic gains deducible from urban 

greenery. The results clearly show that the annual welfare gain to the city from urban greenery is 

significant in terms of reduced electricity consumption. The urbanites of Guwahati need to act now to 

maintain urban greenery. Urban forestry – grass to tress, living roofs and curbside planting can be the 

best possible options in this regard. 
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New Studies Initiated  

State Society Interface: Autonomy and Governance in India’s North East 
 
The research will cover all the North Eastern States (excluding Sikkim) and will be based on 

ethnographic study of the local governing institutions. Here the governing institution implies both the 

traditional system that has been practiced and the modern institutions of governance.   The study will 

focus on the administration of justice or justice delivery system in the society, the continuity and the 

change in the post-Independence period. To be more focused, the project will be narrowed down on 

field investigation by selecting at least two tribal communities each from every state, which can 

represent the larger society as a whole. The main objective of the research project is to comprehend 

the interface between the state and the society in the context of the present situation where duality 

exists in the governing institutions – one that represent the state and other that continues the 

traditional institutions. Thus, deep inquiries will be made on the nature of autonomy and governance 

on the communities that come under the Sixth Schedule and the State Act. The final objective is to 

comprehend the measures necessary for the eradication of the impediments and constraints caused 

by the hitherto existing traditional institutions and justice delivery system and nature of the legal 

infrastructure required for operations of the regulatory state. Therefore, the study will involve 

extensive field work, based on interviews, records, consultative workshops, supported by literature 

review on secondary data and if require archival sources, identify court cases, and collection of local 

knowledge from different angles.  

  



 
Volume VI, Issue II, April – August, 2015                                                                                                                Page | 13  
 

News from the Academic Staff of the Institute 

Prof. Indranee Dutta 
 

 Acted as a Resource Person at the ‘Two day Workshop on syllabus framing on Women’s 
Studies’, Centre for Women’s Studies, Dibrugarh University during 28th and 29th May, 2015. 
 

 Participated in the discussion on the ‘Working draft on Prevention of and Protection from 
Witch Hunting Bill, 2015’ at J.B. College, Jorhat, on 5th June, 2015. 

 
 Acted as an appointed Speaker on the day long consultation on the ‘Working draft on 

Prevention of and Protection from Witch Hunting Bill’ organized by the Home & Political 
Department, Government of Assam on 16th June 2015 at NEDFi House, Guwahati on 16th June, 
2015. 
 

 Delivered a lecture on ‘Reflections for the New Education Policy under School Education’ at the 
District  Level Consultative Meeting on New Education Policy, organized by SCERT, Assam on 
30th June, 2015. 
 

 Delivered four lectures in the ‘Capacity Building Programme for Young Faculty in Social 
Sciences’ organized by OKDISCD during 20th July to 2nd August, 2015. 

Prof. Bhupen Sarmah 
 

 Presented the paper “ Sovereignty, Autonomy and the State: Politics of Periphery” at the 
conference on International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES) 
Inter-congress, July 15 to 18, 2015, Thammasat University, Bangkok 
 

Prof. Kalyan Das 
 

 Attended a Consultation on “Children and Women Affected by Violence in Assam” organized by 
UNICEF and TISS, Guwahati on April 8, 2015  

 
 Delivered  the Keynote Address “Provisioning and Regulations of Microfinance: Few Issues” at 

the Seminar Micro-Finance in India: Issues and Challenges, organised by Mankachar College, 
during 25-26 April, 2015  

 
 Attended the selection process of Ph.D. candidates (Economics) of K K Handique State Open 

University as Evaluator on, April 24, 2015. 
 

 Attended a Seminar on Culture, Society and Economy of the Sawra Community at Pathalibam 
Tea Estate, Moran on May 8, 2015. 
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 Attended a one-day Workshop as a Resource Person to address the queries on Methods of 
Research in Social Science Research at Bikali College, Dhupdhara on May 27, 2015  
 

 Worked as an External examiner for evaluation of an M.Phil. dissertation- ‘Migration of Rural 
Youth and Employment in India’, at Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Guwahati, on June 2, 
2015 

 
 Worked as External examiner for evaluation of MA sociology dissertations of Department of 

Sociology and Social Work, University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya, June 25, 2015.  
 

 Attended the Governing Body Meeting of State Resource Centre, Assam on July 3, 2015  
 

 Conducted two sessions on Understanding Community Vulnerability and Capacity to Respond 
to Climate Changes and The Community Based Adaptation Framework- Climate Resilient 
Livelihood, Enhancing Adaptive Capacity, Addressing Poverty, Vulnerability and their 
Structural Causes at a Training of Trainers  Programme on Community Based Adaptation to 
Climate Change organised by Assam State Disaster Management Authority on July 16, 2015.  
 

     Dr. Saswati Choudhury  
 

 Acted as External Examiner for M.A. Dissertation at Department of HSS, IIT Guwahati. 
 

 Coordinated the Capacity Development programme for Young Faculty in Social Sciences from 
20th July 2015 to 2nd August, 2015 

 
Dr. Joydeep Baruah  

 
 Published “Understanding Limits to Human Development: Group Affiliation and Social 

Conditioning”, Social Change and Development, Vol. XII, No. 1 (January, 2015) 
 

 Took a class “Common Statistical Methods for Medical Research” at Department of Psychiatry, 
Gauhati Medical College and Hospital, Guwahati, June 22-24, 2015.  

 
 Presented the paper “Locating the Rhetoric of ‘Decentralisation’ and ‘Inclusion’ within Neo-

liberal Order: Evidences from India” at the conference on International Union of 
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES) Inter-congress, July 15 to 18, 2015, 
Thammasat University, Bangkok 

 
 Attended the Summer School on “Multidimensional Poverty Measurement” organised by 

Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI), University of Oxford during August 
3-15, 2015 at Georgetown University, Washington DC, USA 
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Dr. Joseph K. Lalfakzuala 
 

 A Paper would be published in August, 2015 titled "MGNREGA and Women: Challenge for 
Development in Mizoram" in J. Zorema & Harendra Sinha (eds.), Bureaucracy and Rural 
Development in North East India, Aizawl: Lengchhawn.  


