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The Institute
Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development (OKDISCD) is an
autonomous Institute situated in Guwahati that undertakes, promotes and coordinates
research on problems and processes of social transformation and development of Assam and
other States of the North Eastern region of India and contributes to the formulation of
strategies and programmes for speedier regional development. As envisaged by the founders
of the Institute, it acts as a "clearinghouse of ideas and information on research in social
sciences with special emphasis on the problems of Assam and other States of the NorthEastern region".
Established in 1989 under the joint initiative of Government of Assam and Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR) New Delhi, OKDISCD is recognized as a leader in the
field of social science research in Northeast India. It is reputed for the quality of its research
and various programmes for promoting social science and policy research. Over the last two
and half decades, a large number of studies have been completed by the Institute which has
contributed towards the corpus of knowledge on various aspects of social concerns and
research priorities in the region. It is noted for its strong research thrust in varied areas of
democracy and governance, regional development, health and education, environment,
gender, human development that are making substantial contributions to regional and national
level. Over the years, the Institute has also created a niche for its innovative courses in
Capacity Development of Young scholars for research. It is also the leading Institute in the
region in designing and carrying out Evaluation and Monitoring Studies for various
programmes of government agencies, corporate houses and international bodies. The Institute
also has very strong teaching component with a PhD programme and a Certificate
programme in Northeast India Studies.
In the year 2016-17, the Institute worked with great earnestness and achieved new
milestones. An attempt is made here to give a vignette of the plethora of works that the
Institute has undertaken and executed in the last one year.

2|Page

Launching of PhD Programme

The Institute has launched its PhD programme in pursuance of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for Academic Collaboration with Dibrugarh University from January,
2017. As per the MoU, Dibrugarh University recognizes OKDISCD as a Research Centre in
Arts and extends the Institute as an affiliated research institute of Dibrugarh University to
undertake full time PhD programme fully adhereing to the Dibrugarh University Regulations
for the Research Council and the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 2015. Accordingly, a
Departmental Research Committee (DRC) was constituted known as DRC in Social Sciences
(OKDISCD). This DRC includes the disciplines of Economics, Education, History, Political
Science, Geography, Sociology, Social Work, Philosophy, Assamese and Anthropology. In
the first year, candidates who have qualified Dibrugarh Univesity Research Admission Test
(DURAT) or JRF (Junior Research Fellowship) or having M.Phil in social sciences have been
called for an interview for the enrolment in Ph.D in the Institute. After rigorous interview,
total 9 candidates got selected for the PhD programme. Presently, the Institute is conducting
the pre-registration course-work in coordination with the University.
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Launching of Post Graduate Certificate Course on North
East India Studies
The Institute has launched a Post Graduate Certificate Course on North East India Studies in
August 2016. The course has been duly approved by Dibrugarh University. This six months
full time academic course aims at introducing the young scholars interested in working on the
region to the complex diversities of the region and also to provide them with required
understanding for carrying out research on pertinent socio-political, economic,
developmental, historical, cultural, environmental and gender questions. The course also aims
at equipping the young scholars to understand the region in the overall global and national
context and providing them with the theoretical knowledge required for setting their research
agenda. The effort has been considered as a much needed academic intervention in the region
and is expected to encourage a new spate of scientific research required for addressing
myriad themes and questions pertinent to North East India. The first batch of students has
already appeared in the examination.
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Studies Completed
Land as Private Property: Changing Patterns of Land Relation in the
Tribal Societies of North‐East
Supported By: Indian Council of Social Sciences
Study Team: Prof. Asok Kumar Ray, Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Gorky Chakraborty
A major concern of the social scientists of North-East India has been the privatization of
community lands of the tribal and indigenous communities. Historically, communities
owning land resource was a norm. During the colonial period this right was protected to a
large extent. After Independence, there was a protective regime guaranteed by the
Constitution to safeguard the tribal land. But it has been observed that there have been
violations and infringement of tribal land over the years. The study adumbrates the journey of
privatization, accumulation and dispossession of communal land in the tribal areas of
Northeast India from pre-colonial times to the neo-liberal era. It unfolds with the saga of
privatization of communal land in the backdrop of a larger theoretical and historical canvass
and deals with the different institutional modes of privatization, accumulation and
dispossession of communal land, the changes in land use and cropping patterns, the changes
in land relations and the land-based identity of the tribal community as a result. The study
also probes in depth and throws a new perspective upon privatization, accumulation, and
dispossession of communal land in Northeast India.

Imagined Sovereignties: Frontiers of Statehood and Globalization
Supported By: Research Council, Norway
Study Team: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Uttam Bathari
The work investigates how sovereignty is perceived and debated by stakeholders and
contestants in on-going sovereignty contestations taking place in culturally diverse and
historically unique settings. In order to explore the multiple ways in which sovereign futures
are currently imagined, three cases under study are: statehood contestations on the divided
island of Cyprus, the Basque movement for self-determination, and Northeast Indian
separatist and autonomy movements. Each case exemplifies a particular issue in current
debates on the meaning of sovereignty: statehood, nationhood and indigeneity. The Institute
has collaborated with PRIO in this major research work. This study is funded by Research
Council of Norway. The draft of the report has already been submitted.

5|Page

Programme Context Analyses in Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland and
Tripura
Supported by: UNICEF
Coordinator: Dr. Joydeep Baruah & Prof. Bhupen Sarmah
The study is conceived to provide the context analyses for programmatic interventions for the
next cycle of country programme for UNICEF in India with a special reference to the
Northeast India. The UNICEF in India works under a five year programme cycle, and the
current cycle will come to an end in 2017. The study, therefore, intends to highlight specific
issues related to child right and gender in the context of the North East India, which can be
brought under the overall priorities of the next cycle of programmatic intervention by
UNICEF. The study is based on extensive review of data and literature along with a series of
consultations with relevant stakeholders – both government and non-government.
Consultations were held in Guwahati, Dibrugarh, Agartala, Kohima and Shillong. The study
reveals that while present focus on child survival including child undernutrition and child
mortality, child development including early childhood education and child protection need
to continue, it would be necessary to expand the areas of focus to include larger issues of
governance including effectiveness and efficiency of delivery of public services in the next
programme cycle. The study stresses upon the point that addressing the issues of governance
would be particularly important in the Northeast region, given the extremely diversified
institutional arrangements in the system and structure of governance in the region. The
primary recommendation of the study therefore entails, inter alia, to expand the UNICEF’s
intervention in the region. The programmatic expansion is envisaged in two distinct ways –
first, increased engagement with the issues of child right and gender highlighted in the study
in other states besides Assam, and second to include cross cutting issues of governance
within the fold of programmatic intervention to enable better delivery of services affecting
the lives of children and women in general. The study, accordingly, highlights issues related
to enabling environment including policies and budget, gender and equity in the select states.

Supporting the CSR Endeavours of North Eastern Electric Power
Cooperation
Sponsored By: NEEPCO
Coordinators: Mr. Monjit Borthakur & Mr. Akshay Jyoti Sarma
The Company’s Act, 2013 makes it mandatory for the companies to take up projects under
Corporate Social Responsibilities (CSR) and marks a new paradigm shift in the
understanding of CSR activities in India. According to Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs, a
minimum of 6,000 Indian companies will be required to undertake CSR projects in order to
comply with the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013. This regulatory measure has meant
that companies have to pursue their CSR activities more professionally. Taking this step of
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the Government very seriously, the Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and
Development has decided to make a major plunge in providing support to Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) activities to some of the major Public Sector Units (PSU) in the
Northeast region. Preparation of Baseline survey and formulation of CSR projects for
Northeastern Electric Power Corporation Limited (NEEPCO) is one such major step. It also
includes documentation, monitoring and evaluation during its implementation. The Institute
has prepared the Baseline Surveys and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Projects for the
period 2012-13 to 2016-17 for NEEPCO and is now supervising the implementation of its
CSR activities. The monitoring and evaluation for the year, 2015-16 has been completed by
the Institute and the draft report was submitted to NEEPCO. The monitoring and evaluation
report of this year focused on six broad areas of CSR intervention namely – Swach
Vidyalaya, Swach Bharat, Health, Education, Skill Development and Community
Development.

Data Validation for Sectoral Interventions under the proposed World
Bank aided ‘Assam Agribusiness and Rural Transformation Project'
(APART)
Supported By: Assam Rural Infrastructure and Agricultural Services Society
(ARIASS)
Project Coordinator: Dr Joydeep Baruah
Associate Project Coordinator: Mr Monjit Borthakur
Government of Assam (GoA), through the Government of India (GoI) has applied for a credit
of US$200 million from the World Bank (W.B.) for implementation of the proposed Assam
Agribusiness and Rural Transformation Project (APART) which is currently under
preparatory stage. The objective of the proposed Project is to “increase value-added and
improve resilience in the production and processing of selected agriculture commodities,
focusing on small farmers and agro-entrepreneurs in targeted districts”. The project activities
will be spread over a period of seven years, involving eight line Departments of Government
of Assam. As the project is all set to be rolled out in the state, as a part of the preparatory
phase, identification of districts, blocks and sectors have been in progress. The identification
is being carried out based on data supplied by relevant Government of Assam line
departments. Based on the available data 10 core sectors aligned to the project aims have
been identified for possible intervention and support spreading across 16 districts and 149
blocks in the state. Given the focused and result oriented nature of the proposed investment, it
is desired that an on field and proper validation of the data based on which identification of
sectors has been conducted should be carried out for going ahead with the proposed
investment. The present study is intended to meet this objective and aimed at generating a set
of alternative estimates to validate the government data based on which the sectoral
interventions are planned.
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Verification of Cleanliness of Villages in the District of Assam
Sponsored By: Public Health Engineering Department, Government of Assam
Project Coordinator: Mr. Monjit Borthakur
The Government of Assam is implementing Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) to improve the
sanitation scenario in rural areas of the state. In order to accelerate the implementation and
emphasise on achieving the desired objectives of the Mission, the Government of Assam is
planning to organise a mega event named as Assam Conference on Sanitation (ASCOSAN).
The programme intends to show-case the success stories and best practices in sanitation in the
state. In connection with the event it is proposed to felicitate one clean village in each district
as well as the cleanest village in the state. It is expected that both the event and felicitation
will help increasing awareness as well as competitiveness about cleanliness at all levels in the
state.
The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MDWS), Government of India has devised
two indices – Village Cleanliness Index based on four indicators and Solid and Liquid Waste
Management Index based on three indicators to identify clean villages in the districts and
entered the information available in MIS. Besides, District Water and Sanitation Committees
(DWSCs) were asked to organise special Gaon Sabhas to rate the village cleanliness
following the procedure suggested by the Ministry. The relevant information has been
entered in the MIS. Government of Assam has decided to reward the cleanest village in the
district and the cleanest village in the state based on the data available in the MIS.
Accordingly, the Government of Assam decided to verify the MIS data and develop objective
criteria to rank the villages according to various cleanliness parameters so that awards may be
conferred as desired. The Public Health Engineering Department, Sanitation, Government of
Assam has requested the OKD Institute of Social Change and Development, Guwahati to
carry out the exercise of verification and ranking of the villages based on various cleanliness
parameters. The objective of this exercise is to verify the MIS information on cleanliness
provided by the villages and to rank the villages based on relevant cleaniliness parameters
based on objective criteria.
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Ongoing Research Projects
Collective Violence in Western Assam: Causes, Accounts and
Consequences:
Sponsored By: ICSSR
Study Team: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Arunima Deka, Mr. Akshay Jyoti Sarma
The study Collective Violence in Western Assam: Causes, Accounts and the
Consequences currently underway at the Institute is trying to understand the violence that
spiralled into a major riot from July 21, 2012 in Western Assam. The violence has raised
some of the very complex and delicate issues in the state politics namely practicing models of
autonomy in ethnic lines, migration during the colonial and post-colonial period, the resultant
demographic transformation and the series of ethnic riots between different communities of
the state in the last few decades. The study envisages looking broadly at the historical context
of the Bodo Movement, the migration that affected the land relation, militarisation of the
society as well as the immediate reasons of the spread of violence in current political
scenario.

Women and Economy in Assam: Liberalization and Women’s
Accessibility to Market
Supported By: Ministry of Finance, Government of India
Coordinators: Prof. Indranee Dutta
Globalisation and the new economic policy reform in India have showed positive as well as
negative impacts on women in general and rural women in particular. However, scope and
opportunities for integrating the local market with global order has regional variations and
women workers have been particularly disadvantaged in the process. This study delves into
the question of women as part of the economic and social space and how the unequal
distributions of household responsibilities between men and women affect the labour market
outcomes. The study has completed the analysis of secondary data and also three chapters.
The field survey will be taken up later during the year.
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State Society Interface: Autonomy and Governance in India’s North
East
Supported By: ICSSR
Coordinator: Dr. Joseph K. Lalfakzuala
The research will cover all the North Eastern States (excluding Sikkim) and will be based on
ethnographic study of the local governing institutions. Here the governing institution implies
both the traditional system that has been practiced and the modern institutions of governance.
The study will focus on the administration of justice or justice delivery system in the society,
the continuity and the change in the post-Independence period. To be more focused, the
project will be narrowed down on field investigation by selecting at least two tribal
communities each from every state, which can represent the larger society as a whole. The
main objective of the research project is to comprehend the interface between the state and
the society in the context of the present situation where duality exists in the governing
institutions – one that represent the state and other that continues the traditional institutions.
Thus, deep inquiries will be made on the nature of autonomy and governance on the
communities that come under the Sixth Schedule and the State Act. The final objective is to
comprehend the measures necessary for the eradication of the impediments and constraints
caused by the hitherto existing traditional institutions and justice delivery system and nature
of the legal infrastructure required for operations of the regulatory state. Therefore, the study
will involve extensive field work, based on interviews, records, consultative workshops,
supported by literature review on secondary data and if require archival sources, identify
court cases, and collection of local knowledge from different angles.

Attempting at Social Inclusion through Constitutional Amendments:
Efficacy of 73rd and 74th Amendments in the Context of India’s North
East
Supported By: ICSSR
Coordinator: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah
Study Team: Dr. Joydeep Baruah, Dr. Arunima Deka
The Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) after the 73rd Constitutional Amendments brought in
several measures to overcome past indignities related to the caste or creed and provided
reservation within the seats and offices of the Panchayat. Though the caste hierarchy and
rigidity is rather lax in Assam, domination of the Upper Castes in the PRIs cannot be ruled
out completely. Moreover, identity based exclusion of the marginalized groups and minorities
may occur in the system as there is a lack of ethnic cohesion among the people. The Institute
has taken up this study in the two states, Assam and Tripura, to understand and analyze the
diverse forms of social hierarchy and its relation to social exclusion.
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The study has completed the field survey in the two states besides conducting a number of
Focus Group Discussions with the members of the Panchayat in the two states.

Life, Livelihood and Exclusion: The Char Dwellers in the Brahmaputra
Valley of Assam
Supported By: ICSSR
Coordinator: Dr. Rikil Chyrmang
In terms of demography, Assam has the second largest concentration of Muslim population in
India. But in this generalised statement the diversities, schism and contradiction within this
minority population group in the state is often missed. As a result, the economic and social
issues confronting certain sections within the Muslims in the State are glossed aside which
not only hampers their socio-economic development but also limits the development
discourse in the state in particular and the Northeast region in general. This project seeks to
deal with one such population group within the minorities, i.e. the char dwellers of Assam.
The history of migration and settlement of this ‘people’ are over a century old. But what has
transpired in the lives and livelihood of this people is seldom an agenda of research in the
region. The project wants to discuss about the life and livelihood, struggle and adaptation,
exclusion and nationality formation of Char dwellers in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam.
Chars or the river islands of the river Brahmaputra and its tributaries have been under large
scale anthropogenic intervention since the beginning of 20th century during the British rule.
These people hailing from densely populated districts of erstwhile East Bengal (presently
Bangladesh) were encouraged and facilitated by the British administration to migrate, settle
and put under the plough the abundantly available ‘ wastelands’ of Assam. Since then it has
been over a hundred years now but there is a lack of any comprehensive study on the
economic and social issues the lives of these people except for a few and piece meal ones.
This study proposes to fill this research gap with field level and secondary interventions.

Ethnic Identity, Regionalism and Coalition Politics in India’s North
East
Supported By: ICSSR
Coordinator: Dr. Arunima Deka
The study “Ethnic Identity, Regionalism and Coalition Politics in India’s North East” is an
exercise to understand the complex trajectory of state formation in the Northeast India. It
attempts at critically comprehend the tensions inherent in the centralizing and decentralizing
tendencies of the state imposed upon by a neo-liberal regime of good governance and its
paranoia of internal security. Northeast India because of its critical politico spatial location
provides a ground to both problematize and theorize the changing nature of Indian politics. It
also attempts to capture the political changes both at procedural and substantive levels, and
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address the issue of identity politics. The study would try to understand as to where do the
discourse of democracy and development figure in the political exigencies of the region. It
would also try to comprehend a plethora of issues like the dynamics of how the hegemony of
the centralist political parties, especially Congress got contested by the identity movements of
the region, to understand how the regional political parties’ attempt to address the identity
based as well development issues after capturing power in their respective states and to
understand as to why coalition politics has turned into a reality for the region despite strong
undercurrent of regionalism. Most importantly, the study envisages to understand as to why
regional political parties are regarded as essential to the psyche of existence of peripheral
democracies.

A Study on NRC and Citizenship Act:
Inhouse Programme
Principal Coordinator: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah
Project Team: Dr. Joydeep Baruah, Akshay Jyoti Sarma and Uddipan Dutta
The issue of immigration from East Pakistan/ Bangladesh has been causing political ferments
ever since the Independence. The Bangladesh war of Independence during 1971 greatly
complicated the issue. Due to the reign of terror unleashed by Pakistani army, a large number
of people had to take refuge in Indian territory. Looking at the vexed issue, IMDT act was
enacted in 1983which got struck down in 2005 by the Supreme Court of India. The Foreigner
Act 1946 is applicable in the matter of in the matter of illegal immigrants and most recently
the Citizenship Amendment Bill has been moved in Loksabha to deal with the matter. With
this backdrop, it can be clearly seen that there are different political and social issues
involved in this subject and needed to be explored and considered very seriously to avoid any
kind of arbitrariness on the procedure. Moreover, in the international prospective, there are
many convention and declaration by the United Nation since 1951 on immigrants and
eradication of statelessness in world of which India is a signatory. Hence a close investigation
is necessary to see the complex issue by taking different aspects into consideration. The study
proposes to look carefully whether the documents needed to claim registration in NRC are
easily available or not particularly in the case of aged people, destitute women, orphans,
children etc. It wants to look at the issue of D-Voters and its legal implications. The issue of
human rights would also be looked closely of the people who have been lodged in the
detention camps.
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ICSSR Post Doctoral Fellowship: Understanding Subjectivity: A
Cultural Study of Assam and Thailand
Recipient: Manash Jyoti Deka
Supervisor: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah
The study attempts at founding a dialectic between two cultural texts – texts which comprise
of historicisatization of events as contents and theorization of those contents as forms. What
comes out as an inevitable result is an understanding of subjectivity. As such, the dialectic
proposed must work at many levels before reaching its final goal of understanding the
subjectivity of the people – in a dialogical field where Assam as a representative of Northeast
India negotiates with Thailand the flag-bearer of Southeast Asia. However, it has been
acknowledged that this inter-level encounter must be based upon a prior intra-cultural
dialectic – subject as an individual struggling with the hegemony of the local culture.
Therefore, what does not come into the picture but what is an imperative force lurking
outside the cultural confrontations is the gigantic symbol of capitalist structure which tends to
sweep through the aesthetic of every indigenous small culture. So, dialectic imagination
cannot escape the possibility of yet another dialectic – how cultural subjectivity makes a truce
with the global capitalist symbol. The political equation of a Look East Policy of India and a
Look West Policy of Thailand is surpassed by a more intensive understanding of cultural
underpinnings that works as variables balancing the equation. A subject affects a culture and
culture in turn affects a subject to act and react. So the proposed study tries make a
philosophical intervention to understand the cultural subjectivity developed in Assam and
Thailand through psychoanalytic lenses and it would be done with micro-level case studies.
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Collaborations and network with other agencies
The Institute has collaborated and undertaken joint research studies with many national and
international institutions of repute. The studies that are going on in joint collaborations are:

Making Women Count for Peace: Gender Empowerment and Conflict
in South Asia
Supported By: Research Council, Norway
Coordinator: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Arunima Deka
With a focus on Northeast Indian experiences and a comparative look at Nepal, this research
study addresses the role of women in local governance and politics, particularly in the context
of peace and security processes. The aim of this study is to investigate the ‘empowerment’
and ‘disempowerment’ of women in the context of North East India as a case of protracted
conflict with no third party mediation and to compare this with Nepal as a post-conflict case
in which international agencies have been heavily involved.Funded by Research Council of
Norway the Institute is currently working in partnership with Peace Research Institute Oslo
(PRIO), for this research work. The first draft of the paper on the Northeast India has already
been submitted.

Regional Cost Benefit Analysis of Ronganadi Hydro Electric Project
(RHEP); Projected Estimation of CBA for Lower Subansiri Hydro
Electric Project (LSHEP)
In‐house Programme
Consultant: Mr. Tasaduk Ariful Hussain
The Northeastern region of India has been found to have the potentiality of producing 63,257
MW of hydropower by a survey conducted by Central Electricity Autothority in 2010. Such
high projection has increased the importance of the region and is considered as a future
power house of the country. Keeping in the line of this projection, 11 large hydropower
projects, each with more than 25MW capacity is at present operating in the 6 states of the
northeastern region with total installed capacity of 1,6686 MW. However, the proposed dams
have come under severe criticism on the grounds of inequitable benefit distribution,
downstream displacement, loss of cultural heritage, disruption of community networks, loss
of unique biodiversity, sloppy Environmental Impact Assessment etc. So, it is important to
understand the cost-benefit ratio of the existing and operating hydropower projects of the
region to assess its viability for further expansion of hydropower potentialities. The study
proposes to study an operative hydropower project in terms of its cost-benefit ratio under a
definite ecosystem and estimate the cost-benefit ratio of another hydropower project under
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the same ecosystem. The rationale of the study is based upon the realization that no dam in
the world could be an exact replica of another, even under the same or similar ecosystem.
Various factors including geographic condition, technological advancement, diversity of
implementing agency etc have influenced each hydropower project. Each hydropower project
is unique and must not be an imitation another. Ronganadi Hydro Electric Project (RHEP)
could be considered as the sample of operating hydropower project to understand the status
cost benefit ratio and the inferences drawn from this estimation could be judicially and
realistically used to develop a cost-benefit model for Lower Subansiri Hydro Electric Project
situated almost in the same ecosystem.

Effects of Violent Displacement: Study of Women in Conflict Zones in
Bodoland Territorial Area Districts (BTAD) Areas of Assam (2008‐12)
Supported By: ICSSR
Coordinators: Dr. Aparna Bhattacharyya (Project Director)
Funded by ICSSR, this project was transferred to the Institute in August, 2014 from Gauhati
University. The project plans to study the effects of displacement on women in conflictridden areas of BTAD. It envisages to look at the psychological conditions of the displaced
women after conflict, to understand the vulnerabilities in the social lives of women victims,
to gauge the economic impact of conflict on the lives of displaced women, to help
incorporation of women in the peace process, to comprehend the effect of repeated violence
on the everyday life of women and to present the narratives that emerge from the violence. It
is envisioned that the finding of the study would be helpful for policy making and can be
used fruitfully, for active intervention in times of crisis.
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Lectures at the Institute
Lecture by Sabina Alkire

Sabina Alkire, Director, Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative at the University
of Oxford delivered a lecture on the theme “Multi-Dimensional Poverty: Ideas, measures and
Policy Relevance” on May 2, 2016 at the Conference Hall of the Institute. In her lecture, she
spoke on the issue of different dimensions of poverty and how different aspects affect the
very nature of it. She stressed on the fact that a complex concept like poverty should not be
measured only in terms of income. It warrants rather an all inclusive and broader
understanding. To comprehend and measure this complexity, she had developed the Multi
Dimensional Poverty Index and in the lecture she has shown how that index is used in
different contexts to measure poverty. In fact, in the final documents of United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), the concept of multi dimensional poverty has been
used extensively. Drawing on examples from different countries, particularly from Latin
America, she has demonstrated how the concept has been successfully used in poverty
eradication. This measure is helpful in bringing about policy changes in those countries. In
her lecture she also made an appeal to the Government of Assam to develop its own index to
better address poverty in the state.
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Lecture by Urs Nagel
Urs Nagel, the Evaluation Adviser of UNICEF’s Regional Office in South Asia delivered a
special lecture on “Towards Achieving the SDGs: How Evaluation Can Contribute to
Strengthening Delivery of the 2030 Agenda” at the Institute on August 18, 2016 at the
Conference Hall of the Institute. It must be mentioned that Government of Assam had already
adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals following the UN resolution and also adopted the
Vision 2030. Nagel deliberated upon how an evaluation system can contribute to the
realisation of this vision in the state. It must be emphasized that Mr. Nagel presently works
with UNICEF country offices to strengthen their evaluation functions and develop the
evaluation capacity of national partners. He also supported numerous United Nations offices
and their counterparts in enhancing institutional frameworks for result-based management,
including evaluation, and fostering an evaluation culture. The lecture was attended by a host
academicians, policy implementers and activists. The lecture spurred a very lively discussion
with many participants putting pertinent questions to Mr. Nagel.

Special Lecture by Professor Sukhadeo Thorat

Professor Sukhadeo Thorat, the then Chairman of the Indian Council of Social Science
Research (ICSSR) and Emeritus Professor at the Centre for the Study of Regional
Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University delivered a lecture titled “On Inclusive Growth:
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Implications for Policy and Research” at the Institute on September 13, 2016. Professor
Thorat who was the former Chairman of the University Grants Commission of India spoke
about the shift in the thinking of growth-inequalities relationship in international
organizations, particularly in the World Bank. According to him, it has veered towards a
paradigm of inclusive growth. Prof. Thorat explained how the experience of several countries
in the 1970s and 1980s compelled international bodies to rethink the hypothesis of trickledown effect of the growth and explore other pro-poor alternatives, paving the way for the
emergence of the notion of ‘inclusive growth’ in 2000s. The main thrust of inclusive growth
model is pro-poor growth and policies, he emphasized. He also explored various ways of
defining inclusive growth that incorporates pro-poor growth as the main component and
discussed at length of its role in policy implications and research. He talked about various
ways of achieving pro-poor growth like increasing the productivity of those who have
agriculture land, distribution of assets and regular employment with necessary provision for
skill education to enhance employability in his thought provoking lecture. Prof. Atul Sarma,
Chairman of the Institute chaired the session.

Special Lectures by Dr. Veena Talwar Oldenburg and Philip Oldenburg

The Institute organized two talks by two eminent social scientists on 27th February, 2017 at
the conference hall of the Institute.

18 | P a g e

Dr. Veena Talwar Oldenburg spoke on the topic, “The Evolution of Dowry from Safety Net
to Noose” where she explored the historical connection between the Indian practice of dowry
and the murder of females, either as infants or as brides. Using a mixture of archival research
into the history of female infanticide and contemporary interviews with victims of domestic
violence, Oldenburg challenges the perceived notion that dowry is to be blamed for India’s
skewed male-female ratio. In her lecture, Oldenburg argues that problem does not lie in
dowry as a system which has evolved in Indian society over a long period of time. According
to her, dowry system evolved as a safety mechanism in a system where women had no
provision for inheritance of property. Earlier, dowry used to be a voluntary process. But with
the intervention of colonialism, the system changed and became a tool of extracting money or
property from the bride’s family. However, as Oldenburg deftly argues, it was precisely
colonial policies regarding property rights and taxation that dramatically altered the fortunes
of agrarian families, with a tremedndous negative impact on Punjabi women. With the
colonialism and changing property relations, women were cut off from the economy. This
increased the indigenous preference for sons. Moreover their rigid taxation system pushed
many into poverty and penury. Such changes, according to Oldenburg had a direct impact on
the nature of dowry. It was primarily a safety net for women who in relocating at the time of
marriage to a new village, put their fate into the hands of the strangers. However, Oldenburg
asserts that as Punjabi families’s financial situation grew more desperate, in-laws took control
of the dowry to pay off debts. Furthermore the increased preference for sons in an
increasingly competitive economy lowered women’s social status , making it possible for
boys’ families to make specific dowry demands. Yet Oldenburg asserted that British policies
twisted dowry dowry from a safety net for young brides into noose, she also avers that dowry
has not and never has been the primary reason behind the Punjabi preference for sons or the
mother of daughters and daughters-in-law. Rather the evil lie in the overwhelming system of
patriarchy is to be blamed. Her larger point therefore is that it is only by fully understanding
of how women’s status is shaped by is shaped by broader socio-economic and political
factors that any improvement in that status can be effected Merely legislating against dowry
as a static cultural practice is insufficient to prevent the murder of brides, as is evident in the
fact that burnings have increased since 1961 passage of the Prohibition of Dowry Act. The
Discussant Prof. Tilottoma Mishra also deliberated upon how colonialism brought changes in
Assamese society and bolstered patriarchy.
In the second lecture, Philip Oldenburg deliberated upon why India is a democracy and
Pakistan is not. According to him, there was more popular support for Indian National
Congress in India than it was for Muslim League in Pakistan. According to Oldenburg, most
of the Muslim League support base was in places which eventually became a part of India.
So, after the partition and independence, the Muslim League leaders had depend upon the
military and the bureaucracy left behind by the British. This lecture explains why India and
Pakistan have had different experiences of democracy since they gained independence from
Britain in 1947. Philip Oldenburg argued that at the heart of the democratic government are
elected politicians able to control the bureaucratic and military wings of the state. The
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dominance of the Indian politicians has not seriously been questioned whereas in Pakistan
military have escaped civilian control. The speaker had identified 1977 as a landmark year in
India and Pakistan as there was a possibility that Pakistan might deepen its democracy and
India might continue its authoritarian experiment. Instead opposite happened and the two
paths divereged in important ways. The military has further entrenched in Pakistan, while
India moved away from authoritarian rule.
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Course/ Workshop/ Training Programme
Situational Analysis of Children and Women in Assam

The Institute in association with UNICEF, Assam organised a two-day Policy Dialogue on
Situational Analysis of Children and Women in Assam in the context of UNICEF’s Country
Programme (2018-22) on May 3-4, 2016 at the Conference Hall of the Institute. It was
organised as the part of a series of consultations to be held in four states viz. Assam,
Meghalays, Nagaland and Tripura. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Director of the Institute welcomed
the guests and Dr. Tushar Rane, Chief UNICEF Office for Assam gave the opening remark
and set the agenda for the workshop. Apart from the research staff of the Institute and team
members of UNICEF, the workshop saw the participation of members from various NGOs
and academic institutions of the state. There were presentations on UNICEF’s priority areas –
reproductive and child health, child development and nutrition, water and sanitation,
education and child protection. The presentations gave a vignette of the present situation and
challenges vis-à-vis these areas in the state of Assam. Further, participants were divided into
six groups and each group was assigned one thematic area to discuss and identify the issues
and recommend accordingly. Discussions veered around bridging the gap in the following
broad areas in Assam – ‘children and women affected by violence’, ‘tribal and sixth
Schedule areas’, ‘hard to reach areas, including riverine island’, ‘children in urbanized Assam
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and evolving issues’, ‘natural disasters and climate change affected areas’ and ‘children and
women in tea Gardens’. The group discussion has come up with several recommendations
which have been forwarded for incorporation in the UNICEF’s Country Programme for India
(2018-2022).

Capacity Building Programme for Social Sciences Faculty

An ICSSR sponsored Capacity Building Programme for Social Sciences faculty was
orgnaised by the Institute at its Conference Hall on July 7-20, 2016. The fourteen day
programme saw the participation of faculty members of different colleges and universities of
Assam. There were total thirty three participants. After the initial round of introduction and
interaction of the participants with the faculty of the Institute, the Director of the Institute
Prof. Bhupen Sarmah gave a lucid presentation of the concept, theory and methodology of
social science research. The agenda for social sciences research in Northeast India was set by
Dr. Saswati Choudhuri and Dr. Arunima Deka who gave presentations on status, areas of
concern and methodological engagements in social sciences research in the region. Prof. Bani
Prasanna Mishra acquainted the participants with the philosophical foundations of social
sciences research. He gave a vignette of the occidental and oriental traditions of philosophy
and their influence in social sciences. Prof. Indranee Dutta gave a presentation on foundation,
basic issues and strategies of carrying out qualitative research. Different aspects of carrying
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out social sciences research like making research design, doing review of literatures,
quantification of data, principles of sampling, designing field study, secondary data analysis,
writing research proposal, making bibliography etc. were demonstrated by the faculty
member of the Institute. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah gave a thorough understanding of the political
economy of development. A high point of the programme was the discussion of the role of
literature in comprehending society and incorporation of evidence from literature in social
sciences research. Two prominent litterateur of Assam namely Arupa Patangia Kalita and
Ratna Bharali Talukdar deliberated with the participants upon this theme. An important
feature of the programme was the active participation of the participants. They made
individual presentations on the themes of their research works, they are either pursuing or
intending to pursue. The faculty of the Institute gave valuable inputs to the participants.
Moreover, group-activities were also assigned to the participants. Later on, they made
presentations on different themes of social sciences research.

Capacity Building Programme for the Research Scholars belonging to
Scheduled Caste Communities
A Capacity Building Programme for the scholars engaged in social science research was
organized by the Institute in collaboration with Dhakuakhana College from 28th to 30th
November, 2016 at Dhakuakhana. The three-day programme on research methodology in
Social sciences was initiated by a welcome speech by Dr. Jugananda Sut, Principal of
Dhakuakhana College. Mr. Amiya Kumar Handique, retired associate professor of English
and a renowned academician of Dhakuakhana inaugurated the programme. Almost 38 faculty
members and scholars of social science from different colleges of Assam participated in the
workshop. The various aspects of social science research like research design, literature
review, application of statistical methods in research, qualitative research methodology,
technique of proposal and thesis writing etc were thoroughly elaborated upon during the
course of the workshop. A panel discussion on “River Erosion and Internal Displacement in
the upper Brahmaputra basin with special reference to Dhakuakhana-Dhemaji region” was
organized on 30th November, 2016 keeping in view of sensitizing the participants with this
socio-ecological problem. Four resource persons graced the occasion namely, Mr. Sailen
Baruah, Executive Editor of Amar Asom, Dr. Lakhi Prasad Hazarika, Associate Professor,
North Lakhimpur College, Mr. Luit Goswami, Director of Rural Volunteers Center (RVC),
Dhemaji and Mr. Purna Kanta Chintey, social activist and writer of Gogamukh. The
discussion that saw intense interactions of the audience with the resource persons greatly
benefited the participants to understand the government policy implications and livelihood
security issues. The workshop has given the participants, who mostly belong to Scheduled
Caste communities of Assam a greater exposure to the emerging field of knowledge and
research. Akshay Jyoti Sarma of the Institute was the coordinator of the programme.
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Capacity Building Programme for the Research scholars belonging to
various Scheduled Tribes
A Capacity Building Programme for the scholars engaged in social science research was
organized by the Institute in collaboration with Bodoland University from 2nd to 4th
December, 2016 at Kokrajhar. The three-day programme on research methodology in social
sciences was inaugurated by Prof. P.K. Patra, Department of English, Bodoland University. J.
Sreenivasan, Distinguished Professor, Department of IT, Central Institute of Technology
graced the occasion as a Chief Guest. A host of faculty and scholars of social science from
different nearby colleges and Bodoland University participated in the workshop. The
different aspects of social science research like research design, literature review, application
of statistical methods in research, qualitative research methodology, technique of proposal
and thesis writing etc were thoroughly elaborated upon during the course of the workshop. A
panel discussion on local issues was organized on 4th December, 2016 with two local
resource persons namely Dr. Oinam Ranjit Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of
History, Bodoland University and Raju Narzary of NERSWN, an NGO based in Kokrajhar.
The panel discussion was moderated by Prof. Bhupen Sarmah and it received an
overwhelming response from the participants. Monjit Borthakur of OKDISCD was the
coordinator of the programme.

Workshop on Life Livelihood and Exclusion: The Char Dwellers in
Brahmaputra Valley of Assam
The Institute organised a workshop on the theme Life Livelihood and Exclusion: The Char
Dwellers in Brahmaputra Valley of Assam on December 7, 2016. The workshop primarily
focussed upon the problems faced by the people living in the riverine areas popularly called
Char areas of Assam. The workshop was organised to start off the project with the same title
and saw the participation different learned people belonging to different Char of Assam.
Apart from the faculty and project staff of the Institute, the participants include Dr. Ahijuddin
Sheikh, former Principal of B.College, Dhubri, Noor Alam and Mr. Abdul Jabbar of B.P.
Chaliha College, Goalpara, Nurul Islam of Satrakanara, Barpeta, Ala Uddin Al Amin,
Malibari Pathar Bazar , Boko, Idrish Ali Ahmed of Lakhipur College and Dr. Manoj
Goswami of M.S. Girls’ College, Rangia. Initiating the discussion, Prof. Bhupen Sarmah,
Director of the Institute gave an account of reasons that prompted the Institute to take up the
study. According to him, the Char area of Assam occupies 6% of the total land mass and 16%
of the total population of the state lives in the Char areas. He deliberated upon how different
myths get propagated about Char areas and the people living in those areas. He also told
about the extreme difficulties the people face in those areas particularly in the face of a
hostile political propaganda. He exhorted everyone present in the workshop to support the
proposed research project of the Institute and contribute with their knowledge and
experience. Dr. Gorky Chakrborty explained the essence of the project to the participants. He
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detailed how land is at the core of the problems faced by the Char dwellers. During the course
of the workshop different aspects of Char were portrayed by the speakers. There are different
communities that live in these areas and the areas are known by different names in different
parts of Assam as explained by the speakers. The most daunting problem of the Char
dwellers is that no proper survey or documentation of the land has been done by the
government so far. Moreover, there is no proper law how to distribute land when a particular
char emerges and how to compensate when existing char gets submerged in Brahmaputra.
Different land laws were also discussed in the context of Char areas and their inadequacies
were pointed out. At the end of the workshop, everyone gave assurance of helping the
Institute in executing the research project.

Short‐Term Capacity Building Programme

The Institute organised a Short-Term Capacity Building Programme in the Institute on 9-13
January, 2017. Altogether thirty six research scholars participated in the programme. A host
of scholars from Sherubtse College, Bhutan also joined the programme paving the way for
more such collaborations between these two institutions. During the course, knowledge of
different methodological aspects of social science research was imparted. Along with the
faculty members of the Institute, Prof. Sanjib Baruah of Bard College, US who is also an
honourary visiting fellow of the Institute interacted with the participants during the
programme. On the last day, a panel-discussion was held on the theme of “Bhutan and
Agenda for Social Research”. The participants from Bhutan gave an insightful account of the
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higher education scenario of the country and discussed various possibilities of social research
in their country. Participating in the discussion, Prof. Sanjib Baruah emphasised upon having
the self-confidence in one’s own culture and history to understand social issues. Prof. Bhupen
Sarmah, Director of the Institute charted out different areas of possible research to be taken
up in immediate future in Bhutan where the Institute can engage meaningfully with Sherubtse
College.
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Conferences and Seminars
Seminar on Identity Movements and Regionalism

A two-day seminar on the theme “Identity Movements and the Regionalism in the Context of
North East” was organized on 12-13 July, 2016. Dr. Arunima Deka welcomed the
participants and gave a short introduction of the theme of the seminar. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah
set the agenda of the seminar and raised many pertinent issues like class mobilization in
understanding issues related to identity and regionalism. There were total fourteen
presentations. Mobilisation, dynamics and fate of the regional politics in different states of
Northeast India were discussed by the participants. The presentations tried to put the regional
politics within the broader framework of Indian polity and its dynamics as well as the local
issues of everyday life. Apart from understanding party politics, efforts were being made to
understand the objective conditions that foment regional sentiments. Along with faculty and
research scholars of the Institute, the seminar saw the contributions of academicians from
various educational institutions of the country. The contributors include – Tarun Gogoi, Deptt
of Political Science, D.R. College, Golaghat, Assam; F. Lalramhluni, ICFAI University,
Mizoram; Dhiraj kumar Borkotoky, St. Edmund’s College, Shillong; Anindita Ghoshal, Rishi
Bankim Chandra College, Naihati, West Bengal; Binayak Dutta, NEHU, Shillong; Mary
Kurbah, NEHU, Shillong; Monoj Kumar Nath, Department of Political Science, Nowgong
College; Vikas Tripathi, Gauhati University and Meenakshi Gogoi, Centre for Political
Studies, JNU, Delhi.
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58th Annual Conference of the Indian Society of Labour Economics
The Institute co-hosted with IIT Guwahati and Tata Institute of Social Sciences the 58th
Annual Conference of the Indian Society of Labour Economics during November 24-26,
2016 at IIT Guwahati. This year’s conference deliberated upon three specific themes namely,
Labour Market Institutions and Regulations, Wages in India – Structure, Trends and
Determination, and Education, Employment and Labour Market. Besides, there were four
Memorial Lectures and three Key Note Addresses on these themes of the Conference. There
was also a pre-conference event on Minimum Wages to start off the main event. The
highlight of the conference was the Special Panel on North East on Employment in North
East India: Emerging Perspectives and policy which brought forth both academics and policy
planners to the table of discussion. The panel re-looked at the issues and concerns of gainful
employment in the region given the currents and cross-currents of changes occurring in the
region. The panellists particularly deliberated on issues related to conflict, disaster,
institutions, women’s work, works in plantation sector and migration providing important
policy insights. Dr. Joydeep Baruah of the Institute was the Associate Organising Secretary
of the Conference.

Young Social Scientist Meet, 15‐16 December, 2016

A Young Social Scientist meet was organised by the Institute on 15th and 16th December,
2016. The meet saw the participation of a number of scholars from reputed institutions across
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the country including Jawaharlal Nehru University, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Sikkim
University, Mizoram University, Tripura University Assam University, Gauhati University,
Dibrugarh Univesity, University of Kumar Bhaskar Varma Sanskrit and Ancient Studies and
Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group. The young scholars made presentations on diverse
issues relating to socio, political, cultural and religious lives of the Northeast India region
during the two days’ meet. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, the Director of the Institute gave a brief
introduction of the Institute and welcomed the participants. Dr. Saswati Choudhury gave
vignette of the programme. In his inaugural address Prof. Atul Sarma explained the purpose
of the workshop and explained how there is redundancy in topic selection of the PhD
scholars. Such workshop reduces similar works getting done in different universities. He also
emphasized upon research scholars taking up studies pertaining to diversity of Northeast
India and unification of different knowledge forms. In sync with the programme, two special
lectures were also organised. Prof. Samir Kumar Das gave a very thought provoking lecture
“Experiencing Social Science Research in India’s Northeast”. Intertwined with accounts and
anecdotes of his personal experience of working as a young researcher in Northeast India, he
brought forth the dilemma and struggle of a social science researcher. Invoking Bronislaw
Malinowski’s seminal work “Argonauts of the Western Pacific”, he dealt with the problem of
a researcher to become an insider of the society that s/he is investigating. In the second part
of the lecture, he showed how the object of the study also shifts depending upon the way
investigation has been done. Prof. Manorama Sarma in the second lecture “Why
Historiography Again” stressed upon the role of historiography or the philosophy of history.
She rued the fact that most history writing in the region has remained mere documentation of
events without an appropriate analytical framework.

Series of seminars on North East India since 1947: Society, Polity and
Economy
The Institute conceived of a very ambitious series of seminars across all eight states
Northeast India. It was titled North East India since 1947: Society, Polity, Economy. The idea
behind this series of seminars is fascinating. The concept note acknowledges the role of
colonial administration in the making of the region, marking it as a geographical area to the
‘north east’ of the Bengal province, covering mainly the then Assam, princely state of
Manipur, hill Tippera and the tribal states in the hills. This colonial demarcation of the
region, however, remained tagged for ever, even after India attained its independence from
the British rule in 1947. Notwithstanding, the postcolonial process of integration of the
region with India presents before us a more peculiar case, challenging the idea of the region
as a unique entity with a shared history. Numerous accession, accords, partition, division,
exclusion and integration mark the region’s historiography and shape its society, polity and
economy. Evidently, the region’s colonial past and processes leading to its integration to the
Union of India are two important lines of enquiry to understand the contemporary society,
polity and economy of the region. However, since the integration of various political units of
29 | P a g e

the region with the Union of India – at different points of time – many significant changes
have been taking place which merit looking beyond these two perspectives. Many of the
changes witnessed today emanates from the way the region has been trying to negotiate with
the political democracy and socio-economic development brought about by the integration.
Looking at the myriad processes of these negotiations in itself, therefore, can prove to be a
meaningful line to enquiry in understanding contemporary society, polity and economy of the
region. The processes of the negotiation can be well extended to all other forces – global,
national or even local. Most importantly these negotiations often throw up contradictions
acting as the catalytic factor in ushering in observed changes and reflections of which can be
found not only in academic engagements but also in other forms of artistic expressions
including art and literature. Naturally, this line of enquiry needs to accommodate all such
sources to comprehend the changes occurring in the society, polity and economy. Keeping
this objective in mind, total six seminars have already been organized in six different states of
North East India. The seminars at Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh had to be cancelled at the
last moment due to disturbances. The first of the series was launched in Aizawl, Mizoram on
17 and 18 January, 2017. The second seminar was organized in collaboration with Economic
Science Society, Agartala, Tripura on 22-23, January, 2017. The third seminar was organized
at Manipur on 20-21 February, 2017. The fourth seminar was organized in Sikkim on 24-25
February, 2017. The fifth seminar was organised at Dibrugarh University, Assam on 3-4
March, 2017. The sixth of the series was organized at the conference hall of ICSSR-NERC
situated at NEHU campus, Shillong, Meghalaya on 16-17 March, 2017.

Seminar on Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism
A two-day seminar was orgnanised by the Institute on the theme Identity Politics, Ethnic
Movements and Regionalism in the Context of India’s North East got concluded on 25th
March, 2017. The seminar focused upon the political trajectory of regionalism in Northeast
India, whose experience of regionalism is markedly different from the rest of India. One of
the primary focuses of the seminar was to shed light upon historical development of the
regional political perspective in Northeast India and how that perspective got accommodated
within the pan Indian discourse after Independence. The seminar also looked critically the
violent assertion of ethnic identities in Northeast India. A host of scholars participated in the
seminar presenting papers on different aspects of identity politics and regionalism of
Northeast India that evoked intense discussion and deliberation.
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Seminar on Towards a New Regime of Fiscal Federalism in India:
Implications of the Fourteenth Finance Commission

A seminar on the theme, “Towards a New Regime of Fiscal Federalism in India: Implications
of the Fourteenth Finance Commission” was organized by the Institute on 28-29 March,
2017. Apart from some interesting presentations on the theme by scholars from renowned
institutions of the country, two lectures were organized as part of the seminar. The key note
lecture was delivered by Pinaki Chakravarty, Economic Adviser, Fourteenth Finance
Commission. His speech mainly hinged on Goods and Services Tax (GST) and its effect
upon the states which earlier known as “Special Category States”. He elaborated upon
different facets of GST and how this new regime of taxation is going have its effect on
different states of India. He also mentioned that relative disability of the special category
states would be offset by making provisions for special fund in terms the criterion of forest
cover and with the introduction of this criterion, these states will get more funds since the
forest cover area of these states are much higher than the other states. The plenary lecture
titled “Special Category States Post 14th Finance Commission” was delivered by Govind
Bhattacharjee, Director General (Direct Taxes), Office of CAG, India. In his lecture he gave a
vignette of the evolution of Special Category states, criteria earmarked for recognizing such
states and the fate of such states in view of fourteenth finance commission recommendations.
According to him, special category status may have been removed from the lexicon of public
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finances, but the benefits accrued to this group of states remain very much unchanged till
now. The seminar also saw a panel discussion with bureaucrats and academicians. Apart from
the representatives of the departments of Finance and Transformation and Development,
Himanshu Sekhar Das, IAS (Retd), former Additional Chief Secretary, Finance Government
of Assam participated in the discussion. Mr. Das deliberated upon the prospect of federalism
in the period after the abolition of Planning Commission. According to him, the implications
of the new regime of taxation and allocation of grants on the Northeastern States of India,
particularly Assam is yet become very clear. However, he expected that the new regime of
GST augurs well for the state, as in this new dispensation, the consuming states stand to gain
more than the states producing goods. Prof. Atul Sarma, Chairman of the Institute gave an
account of the functioning of different finance commissions and his association with it. He
also emphasised how impartiality has always been a trademark of the functioning of Finance
Commissions in India.
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OKD Dialogue
OKD DIALOGUE, August, 2016
The OKD Dialogue for the month of August was organised on the theme of “Goods and
Services Tax (GST) and its Plausible Implications" on August 30, 2016. Dr. Gautam
Mazumdar of the Department of Economics, Cotton College and Shri Dilip Sharma,
Chartered Accountant took part as lead speakers. The speakers gave a summary of proposed
amendments and changes mooted in the proposed GST Bill. In the interactive session, Dr.
Joydeep Baruah of the Institute raised many concerns regarding the proposed regime of
taxation. Many related issues of GST like its implications in Northeast India and particularly
in Assam were discussed threadbare in the animated discussion.

OKD Dialogue, November
A discussion on the issue of proposed Citizenship Amendment Bill was organized by the
convenor of OKD Dialogue, Akshay Jyoti Sarma on November 15, 2016. Mr. Santanu
Borthakur, senior advocate of Gauhati High Court steered the discussion and highlighted how
the proposed Bill goes against the very spirit of the Constitution. During the course of the
discussion, a historical evolution of citizenship Acts and debates were also referred to and
shown how question of religion based citizenship was rejected even by the Constituent
Assembly. The Dialogue also observed with amazement that the proposed amendment
nowhere mentions religious persecution as the reason for granting citizenship, whereas in
public perception, this has been projected as the sole objective. Passing of this Act would
give a severe blow to the very ethos of Indian state as envisioned by the Constitution the
gathering observed. The legal validity of Assam Accord, endangered by this proposed
amendment has also been discussed. The Dialogue which was attended by host of scholars,
advocates and students stressed upon generating an informed debate on the issue.
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News from the Academic Staff of the Institute
Prof. Bhupen Sarmah


Visiting Professor at Northeast India Studies Programme, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi for the month of September, 2016.



Delivered the key note address in the national seminar on “Institution, Business,
Economics – A North East Perspective organised by Economic Science Society of
Tripura on August 13-14, 2016.



Delivered the key note address in the International Seminar on “ Social Stratification
and Political Transformation: Rethinking Indian Democratic organisation organised
by Department of Political Science, Bankura University, West Bengal on 10th
November, 2016.

Prof. Indranee Dutta


Delivered two classes at the Don Bosco University, Azara, Guwahati at the research
methodology course on 7th April 2016



Completed a report on Education for the Marginalised: the Tale of a Tea Garden in
April 2016



Delivered the keynote address on Philosophical issues in Teacher Education at
Government Banikanta College of Teacher Education on the occasion of the Golden
Jubilee celebration of the college on 24th January 2017



Delivered a speech on the occasion of International Women’s Day at DTC Hall, LICI
at the behest of Gauhati Division Insurance Employees’ Association on 8th March
2017

Prof. Kalyan Das


Made a presentation in the technical session on Improving Agriculture Productivity
and Livelihood at a Knowledge Forum on Climate Resilient Development in
Himalayan and Downstream Region, organised by the Institute of Economic Growth,
New Delhi and International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development,
Kathmandu on June 16-17, 2016 at New Delhi.
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External examiner for evaluation of an M.Phil. dissertation- ‘Work, Women and Tea
Industry in Assam: Examining from Decent Work Perspectives, at Tata Institute of
Social Sciences, Guwahati, on May 14, 2016



Delivered two lectures at a refresher course on the theme –‘Issues and Challenges in
Economic Development’ organised by the Department of Economics, North Eastern
Hill University on 19th September, 2016. The two lectures were - Understanding the
Changes in the Labour Market and Ecology factor in development context, Case of
Northeast India



Delivered Plenary Lecture “Ecology factor in development of road communication in
north east India” in a seminar on Road Communication and its Development in
Northeast India and Beyond: Bridging the Culture and People organised by the
Department of History, Assam University Diphu Campus on 29th September 2016



Examiner of an M.Phil. Thesis “Determinants of Employment in North East India: A
Spatio-Temporal Analysis” submitted at Centre for the Study of Regional
Development, JNU (9th September 2016).



Assigned the task of reviewer of articles – Assam Economic Journal, Assam
Economic Review, North East Economic Association, Institute of Social and
Economic Change, Bangalore



Nominated as one of the external members for the Board of Research Studies Social
Sciences and Humanities, Assam University, Silchar with effect from 15th September
2016 for three years

Dr. Saswati Choudhury


Delivered two lectures on 19th September, 2016 at a Refresher Course on the theme,
‘Issues and Challenges in Economic Development” held during 8th to 28th
September, 2016 organized by Department of Economics, NEHU.



Chaired a Session at the UGC supported National Seminar at Sonapur College
on Culture and Social Values: Quest for Sustainability in a Market Driven Society on
23rd September, 2016.



Delivered two lectures on 14th November, 2016 at Seven-day Short Term Course on
Socio-Economic Transition in NE India for senior teachers of University and College,
from 14 to 20 November 2016 organized by GU Institute of North East Studies.
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Involved in finalization work of the book on Mainstreaming North East India's Look
and Act East Policy under the guidance of Prof. Atul Sarma Editor of the book which
has been accepted by Palgrave for publishing.



A Paper titled 'Locating North East India in the Look (Act) East Policy of India' has
been accepted by Shillong Women's College for publication of an Edited volume of
their Seminar on Border Trade in North East India: A Politico Economic Perspective
held on 21st 22nd October, 2016.



Recognized as a Reviewer for the Working Papers Series at the Institute for Social
and Economic Change (ISEC), Bangalore,Karnataka, India.



Recognized as a Reviewer for Assam Economic Review, Vol. 10 published by
Gauhati University.



Recognized as a Reviewer GUINEIS Journal published by Gauhati University
Institute of Northeast India Studies.

Dr. Joydeep Baruah


Delivered a lecture on “Advanced Statistical Analysis” at HDRC, North Eastern Hill
University, Shillong, July 22-23, 2016



Delivered a lecture “Social Dimension of Sustainable Development Goals” at TISS
Guwahati Campus on August 13, 2016.



Principal Coordinator and Lead Author of Human Development Report, 2014,
published in October, 2016.



Delivered a lecture “Assam HDR – Pathways to Targeting SDGs” at Assam
Administrative Staff College in an orientation programme for mid level officers on
November 3, 2016



Delivered a lecture “Human Development in Assam – Managing the Diversities” in
the Short Term Course in Socio Economic Transition in North East India organised
by the UGC Human Resource Development Centre, Gauhati University on November
19, 2016
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Delivered a lecture “Assam Human Development Report 2014 – from the Ideas to
Results” at IIIT Guwahati in the Short Term Course on Research Methodology on
December 12, 2016



Delivered a Plenary Talk on “Diversities and human development - The case of
Assam” at the Cotton University Symposium 2017 on January 28, 2017



Delivered the 5th Professor Muhidhar Bharali Memorial Lecture on “Contemporary
Economy and Inequality: Some Important Aspects” at Majuli College, Majuli on
February 18, 2017



Delivered a Special Talk on “Making of Assam Human Development Report 2014” at
Dibrugarh University jointly organised by Department of History and Department of
Political Science, March 2, 2017

Dr. Arunima Deka


Presented a paper ‘Idea of North East: The future of Regionalism in India’s North
East’ in workshop ‘Identity Movements and Regionalism in the Context of India’s
North East’ held at the Institute from 12-13 July, 2016



The Book Review ‘Feminist Future and North East India’ has been communicated to
Journal of Political Science, Gauhati University.



Presented a paper ‘Nation and Uniform Civil Code: Locating women of Northeast
India’ in XV National Conference on Women’s Studies, organized by Indian
Association of Women’s Studies, held in University of Madras, Chennai from 22nd to
25th January, 2017.

Akshay Jyoti Sarma


Published a Book Review “Contextualizing Northeast India in Look East Policy” in
Social Change and Development. Volume XIII, July 2016.

Dr. Joseph K. Lalfakzuala


Published a paper “Ethnicity and Autonomy: Unending Political Process in Mizoram”
in Social Change and Development, Volume XIII, July 2016.
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Published “Politic of Autonomy in Mizoram: Response to Federal Arrangement” in
Jangkhongam Doungel (Ed.) (2016), Autonomy Movements and the Sixth Schedule
in North East India. Guwahati/Delhi: Spectrum. (Release on March 2017).



Presented the paper “The nature of autonomy in North East India: The Interface of
State vis-a vis Society” in the national seminar on State and Representative
Institutions in North East India, organised by Department of Political Science,
Gauhati University, March 17-18, 2016.

Dr. Rajib Sutradhar


Co-authored with N Chandrasekhara Rao and Thomas Reardon (2017): Disruptive
Innovations in Food Value Chains and Small Farmers; Indian Journal of Agricultural
Economics, Vol.72, No.1 (Jan-March), 2017



Published a Book Chapter - Sutradhar Rajib (2017) ‘Smallholder Participation in
Supermarket Market Driven Agri-Food Supply Chain: A Case Study of Reliance
Fresh’ in Mani Gyanendra, P.K.Joshi and M.V. Ashok, Financing Agricultural Value
Chain in India: Challenges and Opportunities, Springer, New Delhi.



Presented a paper titled “Supermarket Participation and Cropping Diversification: A
Panel Evidence from Indian State of Telengana”, co-authored with Marc Bellemare
and N Chandrasekhara Rao in The Third International Conference on South Asian
Economic Development, Faculty of Economics, South Asian University, New Delhi
during February 23-24, 2017.



Participated (not presented) as coauthor in the key note paper titled “Disruptive
Innovations in Food Value Chains and Small Farmers: Endogeneity Corrected
Evidence on Supermarket Procurement” in 76th Annual conference organized by
Indian Society of Agricultural Economics, at Jorhat, 23rd November, 2016.
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News from the Administrative Staff of the Institute
Dr. Uddipan Dutta


Published a paper “Sarbabhoumo Asom: three Public Discourses” in Dilip Gogoi (ed),
Unheeded Hinterland. Routledge. New Delhi. 2016.



Published a paper “Between State and the Insurgents: Violation of Human Rights in
Assam” with Dilip Gogoi in Dilip Gogoi (ed), Unheeded Hinterland. Routledge. New
Delhi. 2016.



Published a book review “Nagas and the Baptists” in Frontline, August 19, 2016.

Deepsikha Pathak


Was invited as a Library expert at Beltola College to set up the college library as per
the UGC guidelines on September 12 , 2016
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2G, Century Aparment
G. S. Road,
Ganeshguri, Guwahati-6
Phone: 2232570 (0)
98640-68225 (M)

D. K. Sarmah, M.Com, F.c.A.
DILIP SARMAH & ASSOCIATES
Chartered Accountants

A U D ITO R 'S REP 0 R T

We have audited the attached Balance Sheet of Omeo Kumar Das Institute of
Social Change & Development, Upper Hengerabari, VIP Road, Guwahati - 781036,
Assam, as at 31 sl March, 2017 and the annexed Income & Expenditure Account for the
year ended on that date, which are in agreement with the books of account maintained by
the Institute.

We have obtained all the information and explanations, which to the best of our
knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit. In our opinion proper
books of account have been maintained by the Institute, so far as it appears from our
examination of those books.

In our OpInlOn and to the best of our information and according to the
explanations given to us, the said Balance Sheet and the Income & Expenditure Account
give respectively, a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Institute as at 31 51
March, 2017 and the excess of Income over Expenditure for the year ended on that date.

For Dilip Sarmah & Associates
Chartered Accountants

Place
Date

Guwahati
19-06-2017

(D.K.Sarmah)
Proprietor
Membership No. : 054100
FRN: 319039E

OMEO KUMAR DAS INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT
UPPER HENGERABARI, VIP ROAD, GUWAHATI-781036, ASSAM
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31-03-2017
Schedule

Amount (Rs.)
Previous Year
Current Year
31/03/2017
31/03/2016

CAPITAL FUND & LIABILITIES
CAPITAL FUND

140,731,208.34

76,905,887.22

ENDOWMENT FUND

2

16,664,745.00

16,664,745.00

CORPUS FUND

3

20,000,000.00

20 ,000,000.00

EMPLOYEES WELFARE FUND

4

602,588.00

560,074.00

CURRENT LIABILITIES

5

849,097.00

575,693.00

178,847,638.34

114,706,399.22

ASSETS
FIXED ASSETS

6

14,633,267.00

14,193,754.00

INVESTMENTS

7

76,623,241 .00

28 ,557,638.00

CURRENT ASSETS

8

84,894,753.34

70,800,055.22

LOANS & ADVANCES

9

2,696,377 .00

1,154,952.00

178,847,638 .34

114,706,399.22

Signed in terms of our report of even date
For Dilip Sarmah & Associates
Chartered Accountants
Place : Guwahati
Date : 19-06-2017

(0 K Sarmah)
Proprietor
Membership No. 054100
FRN : 319039E

OMEO KUMAR DAS INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT
UPPER HENGERABARI, VIP ROAD, GUWAHATI-781036, ASSAM
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED ON 31-03-2017
Schedule

Amount (Rs.)
Current Year
Previous Year
31/03/2017
31/03/2016

INCOME
GRANT IN AID

10

101,915,205.00

41,369,964.00

INTEREST EARNED

11

4,561,482.00

2,631,160.00

OTHER INCOME

12

2,037 ,825.00

2,605,112 .00

108,514,512.00

46,606,236.00

EXPENDITURE
ESTABLISHMENT EXPENSES

13

25,357,127.00

21,239,114.50

OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE EXP.

14

4,758,395.88

3,424,347.00

EXPENDITURE ON PROJECTS

15

12,442,179.00

9,297,075.00

DEPRECIATION

6

2,131,489.00

2,547,003.05

63,825,321.12

10,098,696.45

108,514,512.00

46,606,236.00

SURPLUS CARRIED TO
CAPITAL FUND

Signed in terms of our report of even date
For Dilip Sarmah & Associates
Chartered Accountants
Place: Guwahati
Date : 19-06-2017

(0 K Sarmah)
Proprietor
Membership No. 054100
FRN : 319039E

OMEO KUMAR DAS INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT
UPPER HENGERABARI, VIP ROAD, GUWAHATI-781036, ASSAM
"FOREIGN CONTRIBUTION ACCOUNTS"
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31-03-2017
Schedule

Amount (Rs.)
Current Year
Previous Year
31/03/2017
31/03/2016

CAPITAL FUND & LIABILITIES

CAPITAL FUND

11,986,354.11

10,072,669.11

ENDOWMENT FUND

2

15,464,054.00

15,146,671 .00

CURRENT LIABILITIES

3

45,308.00

31,733.00

27,495,716.11

25,251,073.11

ASSETS

FIXED ASSETS

4

360,901.00

200,587.00

INVESTMENTS

5

7,554,858.00

6,554,858 .00

CURRENT ASSETS

6

19,158,746.11

18,177,769.11

LOANS & ADVANCES

7

421,211.00

317,859.00

27,495,716.11

25,251,073.11

Signed in terms of our report of even date
For Dilip Sarmah & Associates

Charter~ants~
Place: Guwahati
Date : 19-06-2017

(D K Sarmah)
Proprietor
Membership No. 054100
FRN : 319039E

OMEO KUMAR DAS INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT
UPPER HENGERABARI, VIP ROAD, GUWAHATI-781036, ASSAM
"FOREIGN CONTRIBUTION ACCOUNTS"
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED ON 31-03-2017
Schedule

Amount (Rs.)
Current Year
Previous Year
31/03/2017
31/03/2016

INCOME
GRANT IN AID

8

1,199,950.00

3,204,639.00

INTEREST EARNED

9

1,487,334.00

1,555,324.00

OTHER INCOME

10

20,763.00

124,700.00

2,708,047.00

4,884,663.00

EXPENDITURE
OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE EXP .

11

115.00

2,046 .50

EXPENDITURE ON PROJECTS

12

437 ,315.00

2,626,223.00

DEPRECIATION

4

39,549.00

38,260.58

2,231,068.00

2,218,132.92

2,708,047.00

4,884,663 .00

SURPLUS CARRIED TO
CAPITAL FUND

Signed in terms of our report of even date
For Dilip Sarmah & Associates

Chartere~nts
Place : Guwahati
Date : 19-06-2017

(D K Sarmah)
Proprietor
Membership No. 054100
FRN : 319039E

...-/'

Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development (OKDISCD) is an
autonomous Institute situated in Guwahati that undertakes, promotes and
coordinates research on problems and processes of social transformation and
development of Assam and other States of the North Eastern region of India and
contributes to the formulation of strategies and programmes for speedier
regional development.

