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Lecture, Seminar, Workshop, and Dialogue 
 

Special Lecture by Prof. Amitabh Kundu  
Keeping in sync with the 
yearlong celebrations of Silver 
Jubilee of the Institute, the 
Omeo Kumar Das Institute of 
Social Change and 
Development organised a 
special lecture by Prof. Amitabh 
Kundu, a noted economist on 
January 21, 2015 at the 
Institute’s Conference Hall at 
10 a.m.  He spoke on the topic 

“Environment Development Trade-off at Regional Context: Common but 
Differentiated Responsibility”. The Lecture also inaugurated the Seminar on 
Environment and Development Trade-Off organised by the Institute on January 21-
22, 2015. According to Prof. Kundu, India and China are fast emerging as global 
giants and by the end of 2050 the World economy is projected to be dominated by 
China and India. It has been projected that India’s per capita income which is about 
30 percent of the average per capita income of the World at present will be at least 20 
percent higher than the World per capita income by the end of 2050. He, however, 
remarked that while high growth rates of the recent past in the country relative to the 
global growth rates has contributed to such a projection, benefits of high per capita 
income in coming decades may fail to produce socially desirable outcomes if the 
present level of regional inequality continues to prevail in the economy. 
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Contextualising the development strategy for the India’s north-east region, Professor 
Kundu observed that sustainability of high growth depends on the issues of 
environmental sustainability since there is a strong trade off between development and 
environment. Referring to the much debated issue of hydropower potential of the 
region, he was of the opinion that a transparent and informed regional consultation is 
needed at the moment rather than haste and urgent competition between the north-
eastern States driven by revenue prospects of such projects. He stressed upon the point 
that it is not the revenue alone that would be able to ensure sustainable development 
in the region but way in which the revenue would be spent should be important. The 
Lecture was chaired by Prof. Atul Sarma, Chairman of the Institute. 
 

Silver Jubilee Seminar on Environment and Development Trade Off  
The Institute organised a 
seminar on the theme of 
Environment and 
Development Trade Off on 
January 21-22, 2015. The 
seminar was inaugurated 
with a special lecture by 
Prof. Amitabh Kundu. It 
was attended by a host of 
scholars from different parts 
of India and from other 
countries like Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh. The seminar had been arranged 
thematically and the first session was dedicated to the discussion of river dam issues, 
one of the most burning topics of the state. Neeraj Vagholikar of Kalpavriksh, Vibha 
Arora of IIT Delhi, Ngaojahao Kipgen of IIT Guwahati and Tasaduk Ariful Hussain 
of NEST participated in this brainstorming session. The next two sessions of the day 
were themed around resources and land use changes vis-à-vis environment. Prof. 
Madhurjya Prasad Bezbaruah of Guwahati Univesity and Prof. Saundarjya Bezbora of 
IIT, Guwahati chaired the two sessions. The next day saw the presentations on the 
issues pertaining to community and environment, agricultural issues and resource use 
and livelihood. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah of the Institute, Prof. Nirankar Srivastava of 
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NEHU and Prof. Indranee Dutta of the Institute chaired the three sessions 
respectively. It was decided in the concluding session that all the participants would 
send their revised papers and a volume would be published with a reputed publisher. 
The vote of thanks was given by Monjit Borthakur.  

 

Workshop on Witchcraft  
In collaboration with JB College Jorhat, the Institute organised a workshop on the 
practice of witchcraft during January 30-31, 2015. Along with participants from the 
various educational institutions, the workshop saw the participation of twelve victims 
of this evil social practice. They narrated their stories and the circumstances under 
which they were branded as witches by a section of their society and community. In 
addition, there was a detailed presentation of the recent incident of witch hunting at 
Sikari Gaon, Majuli and an effort was made to understand the social dynamics of such 
a situation. The workshop dwelled upon the conditions of the victims, the role played 
by the civil society and the urgent need of intervention on the part of the government. 

 

Lecture by Gunnel Cederlöf 
Eminent historian Prof. 
Gunnel Cederlöf of KTH 
Royal Institute of Technology, 
Sweden delivered a lecture 
titled Governing Monsoon 
Landscapes: East India 
Company Expansion on Its 
North-Eastern Frontier in the 
Early 19th Century at 3.30 
pm on February 13, 2015 at 

the Institute's Conference Hall. In her lecture, she talked about a critical half century 
in the expansion of East India Company in between 1790-1840. The lecture 
examined the history of space and polity during the formative period of the East India 
Company’s expansion in the Northeast India.  She probed critically three significant 
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issues in her lecture – Climate, Commerce and Polity – which had played crucial role 
in determining East India Company’s command over its new territory and the people 
that gradually came under their control. The lecture discussed the problems that the 
Company had to face during the beginning of the critical half century due to 
inclement weather conditions, unknown terrain and ecology. However, towards the 
end of the half century the company was in full control of the administration. The 
lecture as a whole captures the detailed history of the early expansion of the British 
East India Company in the Northeast Bengal and the Northeastern frontier of the 
British India. It detailed the expansion of the Company in the critical half decade 
when the Company strove to establish control over the North-Eastern Frontiers 
engulfing an area around River Brahmaputra to Burmese Border. The Lecture in brief, 
threw light upon the broader history of the complex and uneven process through 
which the British East India Company constituted a governing bureaucracy in the 
larger region. The lecture was well attended by scholars from different educational 
institutions of Assam.  

 

OKD Dialogue, February 
OKD Dialogue, a monthly discussion forum of the Institute organised a discussion on 
the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Ordinance, 2014 on February 16, 2015 at the 
Institute’s Conference Hall. The discussion was attended by people of different walks 
of life i.e. research scholar from Gauhati University, NGO activists, students and the 
faculty members of the Institutes. A vibrant discussion on the nuances of the land 
Ordinance took place in the Dialogue. The Dialogue expressed deep concern over the 
amended provisions of the land acquisition especially the clauses of ‘no consent’ and 
‘no social impact assessment’ which may affect not only the land owner but also the 
direct and indirect dependants of the land including the tenants. Another significant 
issue came out from the discussion that the Act or the Ordinance is silent on the land 
issues in Northeast India. In the Northeast, land relations have a peculiar pattern with 
the notion of community ownership in the region. Similarly, cropping pattern in the 
region is different. The ambiguous state of land settlement has been another concern 
in the region. Thus, the Ordinance will have severe consequences especially for the 
Northeast India. The forum decided to continue the discussion on the plausible 
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consequences of the Ordinance on India’s Northeast in a follow-up dialogue in the 
month of March, 2015. 

 

 

OKD Dialogue, March 
The OKD Dialogue for the 
month of March was on the 
issue of Fourteenth Finance 
Commission and Special 
Category States. It was held on 
March 26, 2015 at the 
Institute’s Conference Hall. 
Following the submission of 
the report of the Fourteenth 
Finance Commission (FFC), 

speculations were floating around regarding the potential implications it may have on 
Special Category States (SCS). Even though the FFC has not come up with explicit 
recommendations regarding the ‘discontinuation’ of the provision of Special Category 
States (SCS) while providing grant in aid to these States, the report specifically states 
that while making the recommendations ‘the distinction between General Category 
and Special Category States have not been considered’. The report clearly underlines 
the approaches and principles, based on which, the distinction between the General 
and Special Category States has been ignored. The report emphasises on statutory 
transfers from Centre to States with an objective of strengthening ‘cooperative 
federalism’ rather than grants-in-aid which are primarily ‘discretionary in nature’. The 
principles of the FFC need to be examined in proper perspective to understand the 
implications that they will cast over resources of the Special Category States. Already 
Assam Legislative Assembly has moved a unanimous resolution requesting the Centre 
to continue with the provision of Special Category States for Assam. The move, 
unfortunately, tends to miss-out the implications in totality and therefore, limits itself 
to weak demand for privileges. With the NITI Ayog replacing the Planning 
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Commission, the federal structure in the country presently is awaiting newer forms of 
‘institutional arrangements’. It is, therefore, right time to review the idea of 
‘cooperative federalism’ idealised by the FFC and examine its implications for Special 
Category States like Assam. This episode of OKD Dialogue was an attempt at 
critically looking at these issues.     

 

Lecture on Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism in India:  
Dr. Gary LaFree, Professor of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice 
at the University of Maryland, 
United States delivered a lecture 
on Terrorism and Responses to 
Terrorism in India on April 22, 
2015 at the Institute's Conference 
Hall. In his presentation, he gave 
a detailed account of his 
institute’s effort in mapping and 
providing information on terrorism across the globe since 1970s. The reason behind 
choosing 1970s is that it was around this time that that the television broadcasting got 
started and people got more aware of terrorism. Then he focussed his attention to 
India and gives a statistical account of terrorist related incidents year wise. He tried 
characterising different forms of terrorism in the country and put a special emphasis 
upon the terrorist related activities in the Northeast India. The Presentation was 
followed by interaction with the speaker. Important personalities present in the lecture 
include, Anirban Roy of British Deputy High Commission, Kolkata, Rajib Handique, 
Department of History, Gauhati University, R. Chandranathan, ADGP, Assam 
Police, Jaideep Saikia, renowned Security Analyst, Samuel Ghosh from the U.S. 
Consulate Kolkata apart from faculty members of the Institute and few researchers 
from different institutions of Assam. 
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Studies Completed by the Institute  
 

Completion of the Preparation of Assam Human Development Report 
The Assam Human Development Report prepared by the Institute has been 
submitted to Government of Assam last February. The report titled “Managing 
Diversities, Achieving Human Development” highlights multifaceted diversities of the 
State – geographic, demographic, institutional and economic and tries to explain the 
differential human development achievements in terms of these diversities. Based on 
large scale survey of 39998 households, the report highlights the critical concerns 
related to key dimensions of human development viz. health, education, income, 
gender and environment indicating broad policy contours for improving quality of life 
of people. The most striking feature of the report is its innovative approach of 
bringing together both outcome and process aspects into the capability framework 
and stressing upon the significance of evaluating processes including governance and 
service delivery while evaluating human development achievements. The report 
provides a rich statistical appendix based on primary data many of which have been 
produced for the first time in the state at various levels of disaggregation. The report 
makes a strong case for a pro-active state in bridging the gaps in human development 
outcomes by emphasising upon focused and differential approach in managing the 
challenges offered by myriad diversities in the State.  

 

Completion of the project Non-Structural Measures in Flood Disaster Mitigation: 
Perspective of the State and People in Assam  
The study draws sample and interacts with the households in 59 villages of 14 
Brahmaputra valley districts to understand issues associated with agriculture 
operations and other livelihood in the farm and non-farm sector, flood damages, 
reconstruction activities, relief and institutional supports, perception on floods as an 
inevitable natural phenomenon, perception on embankments as protective measures, 
early warning, living with flood and best practices in the crisis situations. The view 
and approaches of the State on flood disaster mitigation till recent past largely reveals 
efforts to keep floods away from most part of the floodplains through structural 
interventions. The reports on frequent breach of embankments in the state though 
questions on its effectiveness, it appears from field interactions that people have 
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tremendous likening for the embankment structures for multiple. The concentration 
of the approaches though primarily focused on the structural measures, in recent years 
the state has gone for certain non-structural approaches to mitigate or lessen the 
impacts of disasters The State, here has a larger role to play, as certain issues to deal 
with the adversities and keep the resilience level of people intact require 
comprehensive understanding on the determining factors and subsequent adoption of 
stringent regulations .The approaches on structural as well as non-structural measures 
try to ensure protection of people in situations, which are considered as static (in the 
short run at least), assuming that these do not get worsen to extreme fronts. The study 
reveals that the disasters created by flood have become more intense and uncertain in 
recent times and the State needs to take certain additional measures to sustain the 
environmental regime.   

News from the Academic Staff of the Institute 
 

Prof. Indranee Dutta 

 Completed the chapter on ‘Education and literacy’ in the Assam Human 
Development Report, 2014 

 Acted as a resource person in the Seminar on “Inclusion in Education: Issues 
and Challenges” held at Rangia College, during 19-20 January 2015 

 Appointed as a member of the Ethics Committee of the Institute of Advanced 
Study in Science and Technology, Department of Science and Technology, 
Govt. of India.  

 Participated and chaired two sessions of a workshop on Witch Hunting 
organized by JB College, Jorhat on 30-31 January, 2015.  

Prof. Bhupen Sarmah 

 Delivered a lecture “Indian Democracy and Youths” at Jorhat organized by 
Jorhat District Political Science Association on January 29, 2015 

 Presented a paper “Immigration, Identity Politics and Exclusion: The 
Experience of Assam in the International Seminar Development and 
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Modernization: Inclusion and Exclusion organized by DAV College for Girls, 
Yamunanagar, Haryana on February 7, 2015 

 Delivered a Lecture “ Understanding Assam Politics” at the University 
Institute of Legal Studies, University Law School, Punjab University, 
Chandigarh on February 9, 2015  

 Participated in the Roundtable "Women and Peacebuilding: A Policy 
Dialogue” on February 21-22, 2015 in New Delhi. 

Prof. Kalyan Das 

 Served as a discussant at the Annual Winter School on Research 
Methodology, organized by TISS, Guwahati, during 15-19 December 2014. 

 Supervised a thesis “Post-liberal Policies and Programmes in the Social Sector: 
A Study of the Health Sector of North Eastern India”, leading to submission 
at Department of Economics, Dibrugarh University on 19th January 2015. 

 Attended the meeting of executive committee of Indian Society of Ecological 
Economics, held at Institute of Economic Growth, New Delhi on 20 
February, 2014. 

 Attended a discussion meeting on mapping of various social groups of Assam 
at North East Social Research Centre on 25th February, 2015. 

 Presented a paper “Is Assam Bracing for Climate Change Like Situation, at a 
National Seminar on Climate Change, Food Security and Livelihood, 
Department of Geography, NEHU during March 2-3, 2015. 

 Prepared reading materials on a unit "Livelihood, Labour Market and Labour 
Mobility" for the Krishna Kanta Handique State Open University, Assam. 

 Presented paper “Would making the youths capable to read the labour 
market signal help?” at the Seminar on Youth and Skill Development in 
North-East India, ICSSR-NERC and V V Giri Naltional Labour Institute, 
Shillong, during March 26-27, 2015 

 Attended a Consultation on “Children and Women Affected by Violence in 
Assam” organized by UNICEF and TISS, Guwahati on April 8, 2015 
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 Delivered  the Keynote Address “Provisioning and Regulations of 
Microfinance: Few Issues” at the Seminar Micro-Finance in India: Issues and 
Challenges, organised by Mankachar College, during 25-26 April, 2015 

Dr. Saswati Choudhury 

 Wrote the chapter “Inequalities Matter than Differences” on gender 
dimension in the Human Development Report, 2014. 

 Coordinated the Silver Jubilee Seminar on “ Environment and Development 
Trade Off” at the Institute on 23-24 January, 2015.  

 Delivered two lectures at Gauhati University on “Gender Budgeting” at the 
Refresher Course for College Teachers on March 9, 2015.  

 Participated in a workshop on Witch Hunting organized by JB College, 
Jorhat on 30-31 January, 2015.  

Sri Akshay Jyoti Sarma  

 Invited as a resource person to a National Integration Camp held a Nagaon 
organised by Nehru Yuba Kendra, Nagaon and District Administration, 
Nagaon on Fenruary17, 2015 to speak on ‘India and Secularism’ in an 
academic session of the event.  

Dr. Arunima Deka  

 Participated in the Roundtable "Women and Peacebuilding: A Policy 
Dialogue” on February 21-22, 2015 in New Delhi. 

Dr. Indrani Sarma  

 Participated in a workshop on Witch Hunting organized by JB College, 
Jorhat on 30-31 January, 2015.  
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News from the Administrative Staff of the Institute 

Deepshikha Pathak 

 Was called as a Subject Expert Member for  interview of the Post of Library 
Assistant (Unreserved) for Administrative Staff College, Khanapara on 3rd 
January , 2015 

 Was invited by State Resource Center, Assam  as Resource Personnel on 5th 
February, 2015 to give Training on Documentation   

 The paper entitled “Linking, improving, status, career: making in Library and 
Information Science MOOC” has been accepted at 10th International 
CALIBER 2015.  
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