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Lecture, Seminar, Workshop, Training, Function and Dialogue 

Inaugural Function of Silver Jubilee Celebration:  
The yearlong Silver Jubilee celebration of 
the Institute got underway on September 
15, 2014.  The programme started with 
the plantation of twenty five saplings in 
the morning. Professor Atul Sarma, 
Chairman of OKDISCD and Professor 
Bhupen Sarmah, Director of OKDISCD 
planted the saplings along with other 
members of the Institute. Professor 
Surinder Kumar, Director, Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow and Professor 
D.M. Diwakar, Director, A.N. Sinha Institute, Patna were also present on the occasion. 
 
The Silver Jubilee programme of the Institute was formally inaugurated by noted academics 
Professor Mrinal Miri, a Member of Rajya Sabha and the Chairman, Indian Council of 
Philosphical Research. Delivering the inaugural address on “Idea of Research” Professor Miri 
stressed on the non-linear, inter disciplinary and autonomous nature of knowledge contrary to  
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application oriented and problem solving nature of knowledge.  He further observed that 
within the diversity of ideas, it is still possible to find nuanced areas of convergence within the 
broad ambit of knowledge building and research. This, he said, may question the idea of 
immediate relevance in research in general.  

Marking the occasion, four books of the Institute namely Neo-Liberal States and its Challenges, 
The Look East Policy, Education for Capability, Tea Small Holdings of Assam   along with its 
journal Social Change Development and a commemorative volume recounting the journey of 
the Institute OKDISCD: Twenty Five Years and Beyond were also released. 

The inaugural programme was chaired by Professor Atul Sarma, Chairperson of the Institute. 
Jatin Hazarika, H N Das and Bhaskar Barua who were the founding members of the Institute 
way back in late seventies shared the dais as special guests and spoke about their reminiscences. 
Professor A C Bhagabati, the first Director of the Institute was also present on the occasion 
and recollected his association with the Institute in the initial years.  

While welcoming the august audience, Professor Bhupen Sarmah, the Director of the Institute 
dwelt briefly about the trajectory of the Institute in historical perspective. He also outlined the 
series of programmes and activities that have been planned in next couple of months as a part 
of Silver Jubilee celebration. The function was held in the seminar hall of NEDFi.   

Seminar on Public Provisioning in Basic Services and Infrastructures 
A national seminar was organized on the 
theme “Public Provisioning in Basic Services 
and Infrastructures: Country Experiences 
and Outcomes” on 25-26 September, 2014. 
The seminar focused on the fact that the 
wages and earnings across the economic 
sectors in most of the developing countries 
indicate distortions in the labour market, 

which in turn have induced exclusion of a significant section of people from accessing basic 
provisioning in life. The approaches and programmes of the State for inclusion have been  
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piecemeal, making it ineffective in real terms. This not only creates governance problem but 
also induces dependency syndrome among the people on the depleted State.  The outcome in 
the labour market would have been different had there been sufficient or universal public 
provisioning in certain basic sectors– health, education, infrastructures etc. The inadequate 
and poor quality of public provisioning compel people to go for expensive backups such as 
private health and educational institutions to power generation sets etc, which apart from 
being costly produces several negative externalities like insecurities, corruption, labour market 
distortions and so on. The seminar essentially had thorough discussions on the themes which 
could help to formulate policies to ensure inclusion and wellbeing in the society The broad 
themes of the seminars were:  provisioning, resource utilisation and inclusion; costs of 
inadequate provisioning; labour market outcomes; financing public provisioning; and 
governance of public provisioning. Many prominent academics of the country participated in 
the seminar including Ravi Duggal, Bhagirathi Panda, S.N. Ambedkar, Nirankar Srivastav and 
Akhil Ranjan Dutta. A host of young scholars too presented their papers. The seminar was 
held in the conference hall of the Institute.  

OKD Dialogue, October, 2014  
The monthly discussion forum of the Institute OKD Dialogue was organized on October 29 at 
its conference hall. This month presentations were made by two of the faculty. Dr. Joydeep 
Baruah gave a presentation on “Limits to Human Development”. Dr. Indrani Sarma on the 
other hand spoke on “FRA 2006 and its Implementation in Assam”. According to Dr. Baruah, 
the idea of human development appears to be rather ‘liberating’ when emphasis is put over 
‘freedom’ as the essential constituent of the idea of ‘development’. However, a careful scrutiny 
of the capability approach reveals that the essence of the notion of capability lies in its 
‘intensive’ as well as ‘extensive’ connectedness. The approach, though, acknowledges the 
connectedness, it tries to impose many disconnects by way of dichotomising diverse notions 
such as ‘opportunity’ and ‘process’, ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ freedoms, ‘agency’ and ‘well-being’ 
aspects etc. placing one vis-à-vis other. These dichotomisations lead to the critical distinction 
between ‘intrinsic’ and ‘instrumental’ significances, which, in turn, endogenise only a part of 
inter-connections, leaving aside the others as given. These dichotomisations invariably favour 
status-quo and are, therefore, render the capability approach potentially ‘self-limiting’.  
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Therefore, according to him the notion of human development has to be made ‘liberating’ 
within the theoretical premises of capability approach if it is to serve the purpose of 
development in true sense. Dr. Indrani Sarma in her presentation flagged off the issue of 
implementation of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 
of Forest Rights) Act 2006 in the State of Assam. It confers rights upon those who have 
traditionally lived in the forests, and derive basic sustenance from it. No doubt that the Act 
has a broader framework for recognising the long denied rights of the forest dwelling 
communities. However, certain definitional problems in the Act have raised questions and 
concerns about its prospects in Assam and indeed in many other areas of India. She pointed 
out the shortfalls of the Act and the difficulties of its implementation by analyzing rather 
incisively the different provisions of the Act.  

Workshop for the Preparation of the Report on the Status of Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG) in Assam 
India will be reporting to the UN next year about its achievements in MDGs after the 
completion of the stipulated time frame of fifteen years. The Planning and Development 
(P&D) Department, Government of Assam is the nodal department monitoring the MDG 
outcomes in the state. A workshop was organised by P&D Department and facilitated by the 
Institute along with UNICEF Field Office, Guwahati on November 4, 2014 at the 
Conference Hall of the Institute to finalise the process of preparation of the State MDG 
Report of Assam by bringing together all important stakeholders in the state. Dr. Joydeep 
Baruah gave a presentation on the issues pertaining to the workshop. It was followed by a 
brainstorming on how to prepare a comprehensive report taking all pertinent matters into 
consideration. It was decided in the workshop that the report would take into consideration 
the existing sources of secondary data.  

Training programme on Research Issues and Methods in India’s 
Plantation sector 
The Institute in collaboration with National Research Programme on Plantation Development 
(NRPPD) at the Centre for Development Studies (CDS), Thiruvananthapuram organised a 
two-day training programme on Research Issues and Methods in India’s Plantation Sector at the  
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Institute on 17-18 November, 2014. The programme was attended by 31 postgraduate 
students, research scholars and colleges teachers. The objective of the programme was to 
expose the students and researchers to different research issues in plantation and commercial 
agriculture and to equip them with tools of research to explore issues.  Several eminent 
scholars deliberated on different issues relating to plantation sectors including – Professor  D 
Narayana, Consultant Kerala State Planning Board; Professor K J Josheph, Professor U S 
Mishra, Dr. N Vijayamohan Pillai and Dr. Vinoj Abraham from CDS; and Dr. C Veeramani 
from Indira Gandhi Institute for Development Research  (IDGR), Mumbai. The training 
programme revolved mostly around the issues of production, trade and international 
competitiveness, labour and locality specific issues of the plantation sector. The programme 
also included a panel discussion consisting of members from Tea Board and Coffee Board of 
India. Dr. G Boriah and Dr. Biswajit Bera from Tea Board and Dr. Chandrasenan Nair from 
Rubber Board participated as panellists. It may be noted that the NRPPD in CDS instituted 
by the Ministry of Commerce, Government of India. It undertakes policy oriented research on 
all aspects of plantation sector in India. The Programme also has the mandate of capacity 
building through training inter alia with a view to attract scholars into issues pertaining to 
plantation sector.  

Special Lecture by Professor Prabhat Patnaik 
Professor Prabhat Patnaik, a 
renowned economist and 
distinguished thinker delivered a 
special lecture on the theme 
Capitalism and Global Poverty on 
November 26, 2014 at ITA, 
Machkhowa. The lecture was 
organised by the Institute as part of 
its Silver Jubilee celebrations. In the 
lecture he said that while in recent 

times there have been episodes of high growth in the world and also in India, there has not 
been improvement in the living conditions of people. In fact, the world hunger has increased 
as per capita absorption of food has declined substantially during the last couple of decades. 
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He remarked that such decline in food absorption has been brought about by a falling real 
income of people resulting from income squeezing policies pursued under neo-liberalism. 
Under the influence of global finance both the state and people have been entrapped in a 
situation which has adversely impacted the condition of working population. As a solution to 
overcome this he stressed upon the significance of a set of universal rights to food, education, 
health, employment and old age pension which a democratic state must ensure for its people. 
The Lecture also inaugurated the Silver Jubilee Seminar on “Ideology and Social Sciences” 
organised by the Institute during November 27-28, 2014. Chairing the Lecture, noted 
intellectual Professor Hiren Gohain commented that the demanding of universal rights can 
serve only as a practical strategy to mobilise people as these rights cannot be expected from the 
present state. Earlier Professor Bhupen Sarmah, Director of the Institute welcomed the 
audience by introducing the series of silver jubilee programmes planned over the year while 
Professor Atul Sarma, Chairperson of the Institute gave an introductory remark on successes 
and failures of the Institute over the last twenty five years highlighting the manifold 
contribution of the Institute.  

Seminar on Ideology and Social Science 
As part of its Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations, the Institute organised a 
two-day seminar on Ideology and 
Social Sciences during 27-28 
November, 2014. In the welcome 
address, Professor Bhupen Sarmah set 
the agenda of the seminar and spoke 
on the role of ideology in social 
sciences, particularly in the context of 
neo-liberalism. He also gave a vignette of  
the programmes scheduled for the Silver Jubilee celebrations. He also pointed out that this 
seminar would result in the publication of a book and that he is personally communicating 
with some of the renowned publication houses. Dr. Arunima Deka, co-convener of the  
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seminar gave the introductory remarks. The seminar saw some of the very reputed 
academicians presenting papers like Sobhanlal Dattagupta, Prasenjit Biswas, BP Mishra, 
Sanjoy Roy, V Krishna Ananth, Surajit Mukhopadhyay, Pratik Roy, Asok Kumar Ray, Gorky 
Chakraborty and Sambit Mallick. It also saw the participation of a host of young scholars 
from the country and abroad. The list includes Thallapelli Praveen, Saikat Roy, Sushant Kr. 
Singh, Vagesh, Pia David, Sumit Howladar, Pratip Chattopadhyay, Dhritiman Chakraborty, 
Sohini Dutta, Esita Sur, Gitta Srestha, Dawa Sherpa and Hirokjeet Roy. After two days of 
brainstorming, the Valedictory Remark was delivered by Dr. Joydeep Baruah. All the paper 
presenters were requested to send their final papers by 31st of January for the purpose of 
publication.   

Studies Completed by the Institute  
 

Out of Pocket Expenditure: Jorhat and Kamrup Districts  
Supported By: Regional Resource Centre, North East Region 
 
Principal Coordinator:  
 

Professor Indranee Dutta 
Co-coordinators:   
Dr. Saswati Choudhury 
Dr. Joydeep Baruah 
Mr. Monjit Borthakur 
 
The macroeconomic adjustments in India in the 1990s led to some major policy shifts in the 
social sector expenditures by the government. Health being a state subject, the user fees was 
implemented by different states at different points of time in different states. However, 
majority of states introduced the user fees since the later part of the 1990s. The gradually 
declining public health expenditure along with implementation of user fees in health care 
services increased burden of self expenditure for medical treatment. Keeping this changing 
economic paradigm in view, the Study on Out of Pocket Expenditure for Jorhat and Kamrup 
districts has been completed by the Institute at the request of Regional Resource Centre, 
North East Region. 
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The study was completed by the Institute in August this year and it embodies the findings 
from survey of 50 villages and urban centres from the two districts of Kamrup and Jorhat. A 
total of 1679 households were surveyed covering four categories of households viz. illness in 
the family in the last thirty days preceding the survey or any incidence of chronic illness in the 
family, any hospitalization case in the last 365 days preceding the date of survey, any child in 
the age group of 0-2 years in the household and households that do not fall into any of the 
three categories mentioned. The survey results have shown that 11 percent of the households 
faced catastrophic expenditure beyond threshold level (proportion of expenditure on health 
being 20 percent or more of the total non food expenditure). The fairly higher proportion of 
households facing catastrophic expenditure beyond thresh hold level shows that health care 
delivery in the state has much grounds to cover to ensure universal health coverage for all.  

 

Evaluation of Backward Regions Grant Fund Assam 
Supported By: State Institute of Rural Development (SIRD) 
 
Coordinator:  
 

Mr. Monjit Borthakur  
  
Funded by Government of India (GoI) and managed by Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR), 
the Backward Region Grant Fund (BRGF) programme primarily intends to redress regional 
imbalance in development. Launched in 2007, the programme has been designed to provide 
financial support to 250 districts of India identified as economically backward to supplement 
the existing development inflows. The objectives of the programme are firstly, to bridge 
critical gaps in local infrastructure and other development requirements that are not being 
adequately addressed through existing inflows; secondly, to strengthen the institutions of local 
governance such as Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in 
terms of their required level of capacity for planning and implementation of the development 
plans emerged from bellow; and thirdly, to facilitate professional support to the institutions of 
local governance for planning, implementing and monitoring their plans. It is anticipated that 



NEWSLETTER 

9 
 

Volume V Issue III, August– December, 2014 

the outcome of BRGF would reduce the structural as well as institutional deficiencies in 
backward regions through supplementing inter-sectoral requirements. In Assam, the BRGF 
programme has identified eleven districts during the Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-2012) as 
backward. These districts are (1) Barpeta, (2) Bongaigaon, (3) Cachar, (4) Dhemaji, (5) Dima 
Hasao, (6) Golapara, (7) Hailakandi, (8) Karbi Anglong, (9) Kokrajhar, (10) Morigaon and, 
(11) North Lakhimpur. Towards the end of the Eleven Five Year Plan (2007-2012), when 
each of the eleven BRGF districts of Assam was expected to complete a substantial part of the  
envisaged development interventions, the State Institute of Rural Development (SIRD), 
Assam assigned the responsibility on Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and 
Development (OKDISCD), Guwahati to review the outcome of BRGF in each of the 
backward districts of the state. The Institute, therefore, has made an attempt to conduct an 
objective assessment of the outcomes of BRGF in the eleven districts of Assam. This review 
mainly focuses on management or utilization of fund released to each district, the planning 
process, and overall efficacy of the programme in bridging the critical gap besides other critical 
dimensions. 
 
The Institute has successfully completed the monitoring in all eleven districts in November 
this year. Apart from identifying lacunae and gaps in the implementation of BRGF in these 
districts individually, the Institute has identified certain broad trends that gave rise to such 
lacunae. One such lacunae in the BRGF guideline is that it is not clear about the meaning of 
the critical gaps in local infrastructure to be addressed under the programme. Rather, it leaves 
the matter to the planning bodies to decide what constitutes a critical infrastructural gap. In 
absence of clear guideline and district vision, most of the ‘backward’ districts of Assam could 
not set the priorities through planning and as a result the scope of the programme has been 
reduced to a supplementary grant-giving programme. It seems most of the works identified 
under BRGF could also have been undertaken through the existing flagship programmes. 
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New Research Studies in the Institute  
 
A study of witchcraft related incidents in Assam 
Supported By: Project Prahari, Assam Police   
 
Study Team: 
Professor Indranee Dutta 
Dr. Indrani Sarma 
Mr.  Sapon Barua 
 
The State of Assam has been witnessing a spate of incidents where some people have been 
branded as witches and subjected to humiliation, torture, social ostracism and often killing. 
According to the State Government records, between 2005 and 2013, altogether 66 women 
have been killed in the name of witch hunting. ‘Witch’ in Assam, is known as ‘diani’, who is 
believed to possess the magic power to cause disease, destroy crops and other livestock. 
Accusation begins with a witch doctor known as ‘ojha’ or‘bej’ identifying the accused as casting 
spells to cause all kinds of misfortunes and instigating the community to take action for 
greater good, resulting in ghastly acts. The institute was by then contemplating to carry out a 
study on this serious issue, when it received a request from the authorities of the Project 
Prahari (An Assam Police community policing initiative for preventing and controlling violent 
crimes through peaceful means and participatory development). Accordingly, the Institute 
launched the study on ‘Witchcraft related Incidents in Assam’ in November 2014. The 
objective of the study is to understand the causes, social dimension and etiology of such 
crimes, and also to make some deeper analysis related to the belief systems of the affected 
people at large. The findings of the study are expected to be helpful in containing such 
incidents both from the community policing perspectives, as well as in terms of policy 
formulation at the State level.  
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Effects of Violent Displacement: Study of Women in Conflict Zones in 
Bodoland Territorial Area Districts (BTAD) Areas of Assam (2008-12) 
Supported by: ICSSR 
 
Coordinators:  
 

Dr. Aparna Bhattacharyya (Project Director)  
Dr. Sakira Sahin (Co- Project Director)  
 
Funded by ICSSR, this project was transferred to the Institute in August, 2014 from Gauhati 
University. The project plans to study the effects of displacement on women in conflict-ridden 
areas of BTAD. It envisages to look at the psychological conditions of the displaced women 
after conflict, to understand the vulnerabilities in the social lives of women victims, to gauge 
the economic impact of conflict on the lives of displaced women, to help incorporation of 
women in the peace process, to comprehend the effect of repeated violence on the everyday life 
of women and to present the narratives that emerge from the violence. It is envisioned that the 
finding of the study would be helpful for policy making and can be used fruitfully, for active 
intervention in times of crisis.    

Publications 

 Book 
 Sarmah, Bhupen and Baruah, Joydeep (ed). Neo Liberal States and its Challenges. Aakar 

Books: Delhi, 2014 

 Journal 
 The biennial journal of the Institute Social Change and Development, Vol. 11 No. 2, 

edited by Dr. Kalyan Das   
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News from the Academic Staff 

 Professor Bhupen Sarmah  

• Made a presentation as Panelist on a Panel Discussion on “ Women in Peace- 
Man’s Voice” and also participated in the Partners’ Meet. 

•  Delivered the key note address “ The Idea of the Northeast” in the seminar 
Politics of Location: With Special Reference to Northeast India held at Sazolie 
College, Kohima  on 14-15 November, 2014.  

 Dr. Kalyan Das 
• Delivered a lecture on Internal Migration of Assam, at Tribal Research Institute, 

Guwahati on 18th September, 2014   
• Coordinated the Seminar on Reviewing Public Provisioning in Basic Services and 

Infrastructure: Country Experiences and Outcomes during 25-26 September, 
2014 

• Contributed as Evaluator at the State Level National Children’s Science Congress, 
2014, Assam held at Guwahati during October 16-19, 2014  

• Coordinated a discussion with the small tea growers on Issues related to extension 
supports, marketing and infrastructure in Golaghat district on 13th November, 
2014  

• Coordinated the OKDISCD-Centre for Development Studies, Training Programme 
on Research Issues and Methods in India’s Plantation Sector during 17-18 
November, 2014  

• Made a presentation on the chapter “Environment and Sustainability”  at the 
Review Workshop on Draft Assam Human Development Report on November 22, 
2014 at Institute for Human Development  

• Attended the 27th Governing Body Meeting of the State Resource Centre, Assam 
on November 23, 2014.  

• Completed the draft of the study on Non-Structural Measures in Flood Disaster 
Mitigation. The study was sponsored by the ICSSR.   
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 Dr. Saswati Choudhury 
• Presented a paper Between State and People: Forests caught in contest of claims at the 

Seminar on Anthropology of Environment and Forests on 12th September, 2014 
at Cotton College State University. 

• Have taken six sessions at the Department of Women’s Studies, GU for their 
course on Gender, Work and Labour for the Third Semester Post Graduate 
Students in the Department in November, 2014. 

• Participated in the Roundtable Workshop on Sub-Regional Cooperation: India, 
Bangladesh and Myanmar organized by ICRIER on November 27th, 2014 at 
Guwahati and made a presentation on trade and investment scenario in Northeast 
India the context of political, social and economic history of the region and 
understanding the dynamics within the neo liberal framework. 

 Dr. Joydeep Baruah 
• Presented a paper “Understanding Limits to Human Development: Group 

Affiliation and Social Conditioning” at the Human Development and Capability 
Association’s annual conference on Human Development in Times of Crisis held in 
Athens, Greece from September 2-5, 2014  

• Attended the Executive Programme of Evaluation for Development by UNICEF and 
Indian School of Business (ISB) at ISB, Mohali, October 12-19, 2014 

• Delivered an invited lecture on “Human Development: Concept and 
Measurement” at the Course on Research Methodology in Rural Development, 
National Institute of Rural Development, Guwahati, October 27, 2014 

• Delivered an invited lecture on “Quantitative Research Methods and Their 
Applications” at the Course on Research Methodology in Social Sciences 
organised by  
Department of Mass Communication, Tezpur University, Tezpur, December 1-2, 
2014  
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 Mr. Akshay Jyoti Sarma  

• Attended as a Resource Person in a training on “ Youth Leadership and 
Community Development” organised by NYKS, Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports on 22nd November, 2014 

• Participated in the Roundtable Workshop on Sub-Regional Cooperation: India, 
Bangladesh and Myanmar organized by ICRIER on November 27th, 2014 at 
Guwahati and made a presentation on trade and investment scenario in Northeast 
India the context of political, social and economic history of the region and 
understanding the dynamics within the neo liberal framework. 

 Mr. Monjit Borthakur  
• Published the paper “Operation of Backward Regions Grant Fund in Assam: 

Decentralised Planning or Populist Strategy?” at  Social Change and 
Development, Vol. XI No.2, 2014 

• Attended Write Shop, a workshop organised by South Asian Network for 
Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE) on 7- 9 November, 
2014 at Kathmandu Nepal 

 Dr. Arunima Deka  

• Presented the paper “Women and their Bodies- Menstruation and the 
Construction of Sexuality” in a seminar on Sexuality and Society in India at Indian 
Institute of Advanced Study (IIAS), Shimla on 16th – 18th September, 2014. 

• Presented the paper “Debating empowerment: The 73rd Amendment and 
women’s political participation in Assam” at Prio Partner’s Meet in Kolkata on 6-8 
November, 2014. 

• Published an article ‘Dangerous Motherhood: Exploring Maternal Deaths in 
Assam’, Economic and Political Weekly, August, 16, Vol xlix, no 33, 2014. 
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 Dr. Indrani Sarma 
• Presented a paper on ‘Forest Governance in India: Reconciling Biodiversity 

Conservation and Livelihood Needs of the Communities’ at the 3rd UNITAR-YALE 
Conference on Environmental Governance and Democracy organized by United 
Nations Institute of Training and Research (UNITAR) and Yale University, in 
collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the World Resources 
Institute (WRI) and the UN Independent Expert on Human Rights and the 
Environment. The Conference was held at Yale University, New Haven, 
Connecticut, USA from 5-7 September 2014. 

• Made a book review “In Search of an Ordered Landscape” of the book Founding 
an Empire on India’s North-Eastern Frontiers 1790-1840: Climate, Commerce and 
Ecology. by Gunnel Cederlӧf (Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2014) in the 
JOURNAL OF SOCIAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT, Volume XI, 
Number 2 (ISBN: 0975-4016) 

• An article “M.N. Srinivas: The Man and His Works” has been accepted to be 
published in Journal ANTHROPOS INDIA. 
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