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From the Editor’s Desk 

I am extremely happy to place before you the Newsletter (September-December, 2015). The year-
long celebrations of the silver jubilee programme came to a conclusion during this period.  The 

seminar “Look (Act) East Policy and North East India” organized in collaboration with North Eastern 
Council, Shillong and Planning and Development Department, Government of Assam was the last of 

the series of programmes to celebrate the occasion. The seminar was enormously successful in 
generating a fresh debate around the issue of Look East Policy not only academically but also at the 

policy level. With the objective of identifying research priorities and areas for the newly established 
Women’s Studies Centres in Northeast India, a workshop was organized at Tezpur University in 

collaboration with Chandraprabha Saikiani Centre for Women’s Studies, Tezpur University on 26th and 
27th November, 2015. The workshop saw the participation of scholars, activists and representatives of 
state women commissions of different states of Northeast India.  The monthly discussion forum OKD 
Dialogue had Rajkumar Thakur, a doctoral student at Jawaharlal University to present a paper on the 

theme Excise and Drink: Alcohol in Tea Gardens of Assam (1870-1950).  Through his presentation, 

he engaged with the story of the introduction of alcohol in tea gardens of Assam. It explored the role 

of colonial state in uncovering the layers of power relations which is evident from the tussle between 
the planters and the Excise department. Prof. Indranee Dutta completed and submitted to Assam 

Police her project on witch-hunting in Assam. This in-depth study tries to locate the entire 
phenomenon of identifying daini and the practices associated with it within the context of the belief 

system embedded in people’s socio-cultural milieu. The academic staff of the Institute also 

contributed in personal capacity in different forums of various academic institutions. I look forward to 
your kind cooperation in chronicling the events and activities in the coming days and in the 

preparation of Newsletters.  

Programmes 

Seminar on Look (Act) East Policy in OKD Institute of Social Change and 
Development 

A two day international conference on Look (Act) East Policy and North East India was organized in 

collaboration with North Eastern Council, Shillong and Planning and Development Department, 

Government of Assam in the Seminar Hall of Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and 
Development on 25-26 September, 2015.  The inaugural session was chaired by the Director of the 
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Institute and was attended by Shri C.K. Das, IAS (Retd) Member, NEC and Shri K.V. Eapen, IAS, 
Additional Chief Secretary, P& D, Govt of Assam.   In his key note address, Prof. Atul Sarma, the 

Chairman of the Institute, exhorted the policy makers to bring Northeast India central to Look East 
Policy framework. He said, Look East Policy is very important because with its promulgation, the 

Government of India developed for the first time a roadmap for economic integration of the region with 
the rest of India and Southeast Asia. He flagged off certain preconditions in order to develop 
Northeast India as central to Look (Act) East Policy, viz. developing a unified market for all 

Northeastern states, making the region a hub for production of goods and developing infrastructure of 
the region particularly its road connectivity. There were five technical sessions in the conference 

focusing upon the issues like the achievement of Look East Policy so far, the issues of connectivity, 
trade and investment, India’s other multilateral engagements and its relations vis-à-vis Look East 

Policy and the challenges and opportunities in building strategic partnerships keeping North East 
India in focus.  

The conference saw the participation of distinguished academicians and policy experts from different 

institutions of South and South East Asia like Shri Dago Tshering, former Ambassador of Bhutan to 
India, Dr. Walter Fernandez, Animation and Research Centre, Yangon, Myanmar, Dr. Piti 

Srisangnam, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand and Dr. Shankaran Nambiar, Malaysian Institute of 
Economic Research. It also saw a host of participation of distinguished academicians like Prof. Atul 

Sarma, Prof. A.C. Bhagabati, Prof. Mahendra Lama, Prof. Swaran Singh, Prof. Madhurjya Prasad 
Bezbaruah, Dr. Prasenjit Biswas, Dr. Rakhee Bhattacharya, Dr. Munmun Mazumdar, Dr. Ashis Nath, 

Dr. Thongkholal Haokip, policy framers and bureaucrats like Shri C.K. Das, IAS (Retd), Sri K.V. 
Eapen, IAS, Shri H.N. Das, IAS, Shri Madan Prasad Bezbaruah, IAS (Retd) and Amb. Sudhir Devare, 
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IFS (Retd) and journalists from the region namely Shri Rajib Bhattacharya, Sri Mrinal Talukdar and 
Shri Samudragupta Kashayap and Shri Atul Aneja, China Correspondent, The Hindu. A plethora of 

suggestions and recommendations were made during the course of the conference and it was 
decided that all of them would be incorporated in a thematic policy brief to be brought out by the 

Institute soon. The Chairman of the Institute also anticipated that this would materialize into action 
plan in the coming years. The Institute would soon take up research agenda in this respect, in 

collaboration with institutes from across the region.   

Workshop on Status of Women’s Studies in Northeast India 

Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development (OKDISCD), Guwahati in collaboration 

with Chandraprabha Saikiani Centre for women’s studies, Tezpur University organised a two-day 
workshop on Status of Women’s Studies in Northeast India at Tezpur University on 26th and 27th 

November, 2015. The Vice Chancellor of Tezpur University, Prof Mihir Kanti Chaudhuri graced the 
occasion and welcomed the gathering. Prof. Indrani Mazumdar, Centre for Womens’ Development 

Studies, Delhi delivered the inaugural lecture. The director of OKDISCD while highlighting the 
objectives of the workshop emphasised upon identifying research priorities and areas for the newly 

established centres for women’s studies in this region. The workshop also stressed upon the need for 
interventions to be made by the women commissions and other civil societies to deal more effectively 

with the women’s issues. The discussants agreed that the issues and problems of women of this 
region needed to be considered within the context of its own regional specificity and historicity. The 

participants also discussed the institutionalisation of women’s studies as a discipline and the new 
vistas it opens to discuss women’s issues in a multidimensional framework. The workshop saw the 
participation of scholars, activists and representatives of state women commissions of different states 

of Northeast India. In the workshop, there was a near consensus that the much glorified idea of 
gender equity in Northeast India is rather a myth which needs to be dispelled with academic vigour. It 
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also highlighted the need for the coalescence of activism, scholarship and bureaucratic intervention to 
deal with the women’s issues concerning this region. Finally, it ended with the formation of a steering 

committee in the line of Indian Association for Women’s Studies with OKDISCD as the nodal agency 
for future coordination. 

OKD DIALOGUE, November 

OKD Dialogue, the monthly discussion forum of the Institute saw the presentation of Raj Kumar 
Thakur, a doctoral student of Jawaharlal Nehru University on the theme Excise and Drink: Alcohol in 

Tea Gardens of Assam (1870-1950).  Through his presentation, he engaged with the story of the 

introduction of alcohol in tea gardens of Assam. He located the ways through which alcohol in corked 
bottles which was also called a ‘modern drink’ found a market in tea gardens, the means through 

which it created a taste for this new drink and also explored the fate of  the earlier forms of drink like 
haria, pachwai, laopani, mod etc. It particularly explored the role of colonial state in uncovering the 

layers of power relations which is evident from the tussle between the planters and the Excise 
department. Through his narrative of alcohol, he veered away from the earlier ‘linear’ narratives of the 

labour history, where the state has been shown as subservient to the interest of the planters, which 
bowed and bent. Dr.Surjyasikha Pathak, Associate Professor, Assam University made her 

intervention and exhorted the speaker to look at the issue through the spectrum of leisure. She also 
advised the speaker to look at the act of drinking as a site of resistance. Prof. Indranee Dutta 

described her field experience of working among the tea garden workers in the present time. She 
expressed her opinion that alcohol is still used by the management to continue the exploitation of the 

labourers. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, director of the Institute on the other hand pointed out the complicity 
of the tea management with the colonial government. Prof. Madhurjya Prasad Bezbaruah of Gauhati 

University also participated in the deliberation.  

Studies Completed 

Witch-Hunting in Assam: A Report 

Sponsored by Project Prahari, Assam Police, the Institute 
completed the study Witch Hunting in Assam: A Report 

that tries to understand the causes, social dimensions, 

and etiology of crimes related to witchcraft in Assam and 
also to illustrate the post-intervention outcomes in the 

villages where the “Project Prahari” has been initiated.  It 
is an in-depth study that involves eliciting data with 

collective case study, personal interviews, group 
discussions and analyses of newspaper reports. As the 
study tries to locate the entire phenomenon of daini within 

the context of the belief system rooted in our socio-cultural 

milieu of the communities, the principal investigator along 
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with her team had made a sojourn at the villages of three carefully chosen areas of Majuli, Goalpara 
and Golaghat to understand the people’s rituals and belief systems. The study underscores economic 

backwardness as one of the major causes that spawn superstitious beliefs leading to situations of 
with-hunting. It also highlights a body of beliefs and practices which are deep rooted in the minds of 

the masses caught between ancient and the modern. The study also comes up with a host of 
recommendations to prevent incidents of witchcraft. A vital suggestion is to sensitise the people 

through dialogue and other means of interaction. It also recommends punitive measures against the 
fake healers, Babas and Bej. The study also reveals that Project Prahari needs strong support to 

weed out crimes that involve participation of communities.  

News from the Academic Staff of the Institute  

Prof Indranee Dutta 

 Delivered a lecture on “Critical Pedagogy: Teaching for Freedom and Transformation” at the 
Orientation Programme at UGC-Human Resource Development Centre, Gauhati University 
on 7th September 2015. 

 Delivered a lecture on ‘Social Science Research-Quantitative and Qualitative-Some 
philosophical issues’ on 10th October, at the 10 day Research Methodology course held in the 

History dept in Assam University, Diphu Campus during 5th to 14th October 2015 

 Submitted the report “Witch Hunting in Assam” to Assam Police on 23rd November, 2015. 

 Delivered 3 lectures on ‘Qualitative Research’ on 9th December at Research Methodology in 

Social Sciences held at the Institute of Tai Studies and Research, Moranhat, Sibsagar, during 
December 7-16, 2015 

Prof. Bhupen Sarmah  

 Attended the 2015 PCC Annual Conference of the Project on “Imagined Sovereignties: 

Frontiers of Statehood and Globalization” organized by PRIO at Cyprus on 8-11 October, 
2015. 

 Presented a paper “Understanding Northeast India Exception and Beyond” at the conference 
Northeast India: Beyond Exception held at Jawaharlal University on 16-18 November, 2015.   

Prof. Kalyan Das  

 Coordinated and reviewed the abstracts and papers submitted on the sub-theme Urban-Rural 
Environmental and Resource Linkages as a member of the Scientific Advisory Committee for 

the forthcoming Bi-Annual Conference of Indian Society for Ecological Economics to be held 
in January 3-6, 2016.  

 Attended the meeting of Syllabus Review Committee of Central Board for Workers Education 
as member of the Regional Advisory Committee of  CBWE, Guwahati on 11 September, 2015   
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 Delivered a talk on Role of Central Board for Workers Education in Empowering Unorganised 
Sector Workers, on the occasion of Workers’ Education Day at INTUC Guwahati on 16th 

September, 2015.  

 Participated as a Resource Person at the Workshop ‘Ecology, Society and Development in 

North East India: Concepts and Methods’, organised by the Indian Society for Ecological 
Economics, at Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar during September 21-24 September, 2015  

 Presented a paper titled ‘Conflicts Leave a Trail of Poverty and Malnutrition: Evidences from 

Assam’ at the seminar on  Poverty, Inequality and Health in India with Special Reference to 
North-East India, Shillong organised by the Department of Economics, North Eastern Hill 

University during October 8-10, 2015 

 Chaired a session on ‘Health and Inequality’at the seminar on  Poverty, Inequality and Health 
in India with Special Reference to North-East India, Shillong organised by the Department of 

Economics, North Eastern Hill University during October 8-10, 2015 

 Presented the keynote address ‘Understanding Complexities of the Informal Sector: 

Regulations and Provisioning’ on the sub-theme – Informal Sector, at the National 
Conference on Social Sector Development and Governance Issues in the North East, 

organised by K K Handique State Open University at Guwahati during 28-29 November, 2015 

 Delivered a Lecture on Social Security: Approaches in Developing Countries to the Ph.D. 
students of K KHandique State Open University, Guwahati on December 6, 2015 

Dr. Joydeep Baruah 

 Attended the Summer School on Multidimensional Poverty organised by Oxford Poverty and 
Human Development Initiative (OPHI), University of Oxford during August 3-15, 2015 at 
Georgetown University, Washington DC, USA. 
 

 Delivered a lecture on “Women’s Studies in North East: Issues and Concerns” at the 
Workshop on Status of Women’s Studies in North East India, Tezpur University, November 

26-27, 2015 
 

 Delivered a series of lectures on “Statistical Methods and SPSS” at the Department of 
Economics, Manipur University, Imphal, December 3-5, 2015 

 Dr. Saswati Choudhury  

 Delivered two lectures on 'Quantitative and qualitative research methodology' for the Ph.D 

coursework at KKHOU, Guwahati on 16th August, 2015. 
 

 Delivered two lectures on 'Approaches to Gender Budgeting' for inservice Officials 
of Government of Assam at AASC, Guwahati on 19th September,2015. 
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 Presented a paper Northeast India and the past twenty Years of the Look East Policy of India 
on 25th September, 2015 at the International Seminar on Look (Act) East Policy and 

Northeast India held at OKDISCD on 25-26 September, 2015 and organized by OKDISCDin 
collaboration with NEC and P&D Department, Govt. of Assam. 

 

 Delivered two lectures on 'Approaches to Gender Budgeting' for inservice Officials 
of Government of Assam at AASC, Guwahati on 12th November,2015. 

 

 Delivered Special lecture titled 'Locating North East India in the Look (Act) East Policy of 

India' on 6th December, 2015 at the national seminar on India's North Eastern States and 
Eastern Neighbours organized by Asian Confluence at Shillong on 5-6 December, 2015. 

 

 Chaired the Technical Session Natural Resources, Climate Change and Local Politics on 6th 
December at the national seminar on India's North Eastern States and Eastern Neighbours 

organized by Asian Confluence at Shillong on 5-6 December, 2015. 

Dr. Arunima Deka 

 Delivered a lecture on “Women’s Studies in North East: Issues and Concerns” at the 
Workshop on Status of Women’s Studies in North East India, Tezpur University, November 

26-27, 2015. 
 

 Participated in group discussion programme on 'Functioning of Hmar Traditional Institution 
and Autonomous District Council in Manipur', in Rengkai village in Churachandpur district, 4th 
December 2015.  

Akshay Jyoti Sarma  

 Participated as a resource person in a three-day Seminar on Vision Document for Scheduled 
Tribes of North East India held at Shilpagram, Guwahati during August 7-9, 2015 and chaired 
a session on 'Economic Sector of North East India'.  The Seminar was organised by Akhil 

Bharatiya Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram. 

Dr. Joseph K. Lalfakzuala 

 Presented a paper on "Interface of customary law and formal law: Justice delivery system in 
the Mizo society" on UGC Sponsor Seminar in Mizo History and Culture: Changes and 

Continuities,  on 1st October 2015 at Govt.Serchhip College, New Serchhip, Mizoram. 

 

 His paper "Lunglei Khawpui leh Municipal Sawrkar" (Lunglei Town and Muncipal 
Government) had been presented in one day awareness campaign on "Tualchhung rorelna 
zirchiangna" (Study on Local Governance) organized by an NGO called “Chhimbial Chhantu” 

at Lunglei on December 3, 2015. 


