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A team of US Congressional staff members visited the Institute on 28th August 2015 and had 

a discussion with the staff regarding the opportunities and challenges of Assam and Northeast 

India vis-à-vis Look East Policy. The team comprised of Michael Escalona, John Armiger, 

Sourabh Sen, Jonathan Sarager, Janice V. Kaguyutan, Sajit Gandhi and Hunter McLane 

Strupp.  After Prof. Indranee Dutta of OKDISCD gave an introduction of the Institute and the 

nature of work it does, Hunter McLane Strupp of the visiting team explained purpose of their 

visit. Dr. Saswati Chowdhury of the Institute gave an overview of the Look East Policy and 

the Northeast region’s engagement with it. She also informed that the Institute would be 

organizing an international conference on this topic in the next month. Akshay Jyoti Sarma 

talked about the existing cross-border trade and economic possibilities of the region. Kalyan 

Das on the other hand pointed out the problem of not having adequate road connectivity in 

the region which impedes the movement of the people and goods. Dr. Joydeep Baruah talked 

about the institutional diversity of the region with eight state governments, numerous local 

self governing institutions and the overall problem of homogenizing the region. He also 

pointed out an important facet of the Look East Policy – it is a venture of the Ministry of 

External Affairs with strategic importance rather than a venture of the Ministry of Economic 

Affairs. This makes a lot of difference and the policy must be looked in that perspective also. 

Dr. Arunima Deka questioned the approach of the Look East Policy which has a rather top-

down approach with little involvement of the people. There is not much discussion, according 

to her on people’s perception of the Policy. After hours of brainstorming on the issue, the 

discussion came to an end with the remarks of the Visiting Team. They expressed their 

happiness over the discussion and told that they got a completely different perspective from 

the Institute, radically different from other scholars in their previous discussions.   
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